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A Pride ofGifts:
Donations from Our
Friends, 1990- 1994

Five years ago we celeb rated the flfth
anniversary of the Friends o f the Th om as
Fisher Rare Book Library with an exhib i
tion and ca talogue w hich displa yed and
described a number of our III SI signi ficant
donat ions dur ing the previous five years,
This yea r we are ce leb ra ting two events;
the tenth ann iversary o f the Friend s and
the eight millionth book to be added to
the co llections f the nlverslry orToron to
Library system. In 1990 we looked forward
with eager anti cipation 10 the next five
years o f dona tio ns and that anticipation
has been remarkably fu lfil led, The cu rrent
exhibi tio n and catalog ue sho w and
describe only a small ponton of the riches
donated by our generous Friends.

, .

One of the highlights is the work
chosen as the eight nulllonth item, Sir
Hans Sloane's A Voyage /0 tbe tsianas
Madem, Barbados, Nteoes, S. Cbristopbers
andj atnatca, bet te r known as 71,e Natura l
H fstolY of famatco. published in London
by its author, the fi rst vo lume in 1707 and
the second in 1725. Thi s magni ficent travel
book contains the fi rst s lem lfl descrip
tion of j amaica . Not only is il an lmpo nam
research resou rce in itself but it also
represents the extensive co llec tion on the
history o f the West Ind ies being donated
to the Library by Dr. Anthony Macf-arlane.
It is sho wn in " separate di splay e lse on
the flrst floor of the Ptsher Libr31Y.

The S 'ope of this selectio n of gifts is
exciti ng and insp iri ng , reflecting both the
range or lnterests of OUI' donors and the
w ide parameters o f research and teachi ng
in the University o f Toro nto . 11 covers an
Im presstve Sp;1I1 of years, from the
Babylon of 1789 B. ., rep resented by :I

cunei form tablet, to the Toront o of today
as depleted in Margaret Atwood's 1993
novel , 77)e NobbeI'Bride. Two fllt eenth
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century manuscrtpts. a Book of Hou rs
written in Italy, and St. Augustine's Dc
Ctottate Det, probabl y w ritten in Germany,
arc complemented by ea rly printed
ed ition o f a com mentary on the lecuonary
by Guillenn us Par isiensis (ca. 1472) ,
Boethlus's De consotattone Pblfosopbfae
(1491) and 'he works o f La tantius ( 521),
from our long-time fr iends Still man Droke,
Louis Mel zack and Ron Peters. By far the
most ex iti ng incunable in the exh ib ition
is the CO!0811e Cbrontcle; the fir st histo ry
of that ctty, w hich also co nta ins the First
extensive reference 10 Gutenberg as the
inventor of print ing in Mainz in 1450. It
\V~IS prin ted in Cologne by johann
Kcelhoff the younger on 23 August 1499
and has been designated :IS our eight
millionth and first book . It is the gift of
Ralph Stanton.

Works f travel nnd explo ration fo rm
an importa nt category of the exhibition,
headed by Sloane's Na tura l H istory 01
j amaica. Du Tenre's Htstotre Generate des
IS!£J$ de . Cb rlstopbc, de la Guadelonpe. de
10 Martintque, et autres dans l 'Amerique

(Pa ris, 1654) , a companion volume
from Dr. Macfarlane 's co llection, is
also featured, Canad ian exp l rat! n
Is rep resented by Hennepin's A New
Dtscooery ofa Vas / COlm /I)' ill
Am erica (London, 1698) , Franklin 's
Narrattoe ofa j ourney 10 tbe Polar
Sea iu tbeyears 18 19-1820-1821
1822 (London, 1824), w ith 'In
appealing presentation inscription
from ir Joh n Richardson . the
expedition's surge n and naturalist,
10 h is sister, and the atlas of Van
couver's A Voy ltge ofDiscooery to tb e
NOl1b Paclflc ocean and Rcnnd tbe
worta(tandon, 1 798). 'I1,e
Hennepin is front a large co llec tio n
0 11 Niagara Fall s from the estate o f
J. Stuart Flem ing, and the two latter

Sloane's The Nat ura l History o f
j amaica, u, 2, plate IX, "11J(! 1/Itmller

q(p mpago fl rtB, ga fbc ,.irrg & cfl r (ng
j 'Cgrana 0 " cocbineel, done I~)I till

tndtan /II tbo 13lslJoP,.ick cfGuaxaca
III tbe Kil18doJII 0/ MexIco 1/1
America ."



2

works come from friends Dav id Hoenlger
and Hartwell Bowsfleld .

Th e art of the book has always consu
tuted an important part o f the co llections
of the Fisher Library and we have been
fortunate in acquiring a portion o f the
archive o f the Birdsall bookbinding finn to
join the co llection o f bookbind ing tools
and the 13irdsall bindings we alrea dy
possess. That archive. and examples from
the design firm of Coope r & Beatty, will
grea tly extend the sco pe of o ur collections
for research in the book arts. Will iam
Blisset t has added the spectacu lar Rime 01
the Ancient startner (Bristol, 1929) ,
illustrated by David Jo nes, and funds from
Dav id and Hilary Nicho lls have enabled us
to acq uire the orig inal woodblocks Cu t by
Robert Gibbings for 77,. Cha m , OfBirds by
Viscoun t Grey of Fallod n, published in
London in 1927.

Th e Fisher Library collect ions in the
hlst ry of medicine and science are among
the most extensive on the continent and it
is wonderful to add to them works I y
Roger Bacon ( 711e C,I ,-e o/ Old Age,
London, 1683) , Gluseppe Mole ui
(L'Ejelllerldl, v eneua, 1563) , Gervase
Markh am (Markbtlt n '5 Paresoel to Hns
ba lul1)1, Lond on , 1( 68), Ralph Austen (A
Treatise cf Prntt-Tnes, Oxford, 1( 65) and
John Hadle y (A Descrtptlon of II New

Celcbratlng the gene rosity of
o ur Friends

~

8 Millionth Book
A Voyab'C10 tbe Islands Madera,
Barbados, Nlevcs, S. Chrtstopbers
and j amaica, bet ter known as 77Je
Natura l /-lislory' of f o matca, by Sir
Hans Sloane . Published in London
by Its author, the fi rst vo lume in
1707 and the second In 1725. Gift of
Dr. Anthony MacFarlane.

8 Millionth and
First Book

Co108"e cbrontcte. Printed by
j ohann Koelhoff the younger on 23
August 1499. Girl of Ralph Stanton,

8 Millionth and
Second Book

M",-,sfle/d Pelrk, by j ane Austen. First
edition, pr imed in Lond on in 1814.
Glf l of George Kiddell .

lnstrument, London , 1738) . The copy of
Francis Will ughby 's Ol'llitbology (London,
1678) has been given by our oldest don or,
Cuthbert King Mathews. w ho celebrated
his one hundred and second birthday last
j une.

The category of history, philosophy and
poli tics covers a good many of our
co llections and two o f the works displayed
represent especial ly large co l lections.
Will iam James's The Principles ofPsycbol
ogy (New York, 1890) is but one example
from the Joh n SImer Collection of Ameri
can Phllosophy, and the copy of Estampas
de I" Reooluckm Esp<lliola 19 jntto de 1936
(Barcelona, 11938?1). signed by wounded
sold iers from several of the international
brigades, is a represemauve f the huge
Robert S. Kenny Collection of world
socialist movements. We are delighted to
be able 10 add to the Harcou rt Brown
Voltaire Collection Volta ire's rare Essal sur
/es Gnerras CIviles de France ( La Hayer
1729) , which was given (Q Harcourt Brown
on his ninetieth birt hday. 111e Thomas
Hobb es Collec tio n has been enriched by
the gift from Hobert Fenn of Pufend or f s
De OfJi'c lo Nominis 01 Ctots (Edinburgh,
1724) , w ith irnportnnt addit ions by
Gershom Carmichael. Hologra ph leiters
are Important as primary source material ,
and tw o in this exh ibition are particularly

. ;
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interesting. One is from Lord Nelson,
wrtuen fro m the "Victory" on 8 October
1803 to George Freder ick Ryves, Capmln
o f the "Gibraher". and was given by Nigel
Spicer and his family, descendants of
Ryves. 11,e other, still to be published, \V;,lS

written by John Stuart Mill at the age of
th irteen , o n 18 january 1819. It was give n
by F.L W::dl:lce, the great-great- nephew of
the probable recipient A holograph
manuscript of a sp eech "O n the Use of
Histo ry", presented by Mill ut the London
Debating Society in 1827. was damned by
j ohn M. Robson , the General Ed ilor o f the
great Mill ed ition published by the
University of Toronto Press. A superb copy
o f 'I110mas Clarkso n's se minal wo rk, The
fils/my Of /be Rise, Progress and Accom·
pltsbment of the Abolfllou oj /be Africa n
lo ve t rade by the Bri ttsb Parliament

(London, 1808) , also comes from the
Macftar lane Collection of West Ind ian
mate rial .

We would normall y expect to receive a
number of gifts in the field of Eng lish
lit erature, and the past five years have
coufl rmed our expectations. Our satlsfac
tion at acq uiring ja ne Austen'S /I'f(lIlsfield
Pt/l'k (London, 1814) , the only Austen first
eduion we d id nor have, will be rendtly
understood by all collectors . Ou r grathude
(0 George Kiddell is partially exp ressed by
deslgnaung it the Library's eight millionth
and second a qulslrlon, The first edition of
w ychertey's l ove (II (I Wood (Londo n,
1672), Blu m's De Re Poetlca (London,
1694), and the peculiar Spe nce,' Rediviulis
(Lo ndon. 1687) , which nuempts to rew rite

Spenser's Patry QlIce", ~I II enhance
tradi tionnl strengths in seventeenth century
l iterature. Michael Millgnte's Tenn yson
co llection and John Seltzer'S Ernest
Bramah co llection, representing two very
different writers, fi ll in gaps in ur nine
teenth a nd early twentieth century Brit ish
ho ld ings. A.lth ough Arthu r \"'(faley's lit erary
coru rr buuone are in the f rm o f translc
l ions from classical Chinese and Japanese
li terary works, they had n profound effec t
on modern English lnera rure, and Peter
\'V'elnrlch ' co llection is a welcome
add ition to our ow n in that area. Closer to
our own lime but equally important is the
Gra ha m Gree ne co llection of Michael
MiIIg31e.

\VIe take pride in our colleen ns f
Cannd tana , both li terary a nd histo rica l, and
it is particu larly satisfying to add new
material to long established manuscript
co llections. Additions to the Tyrre ll Pape rs
have been received from j ames Tyrrell 's
grandso n, John D. Ty rrell ; to the Edmund
\VI:l lker Papers fro m his grandson,
w eruw orm Walker; to the Thoreau
Macljonnld Papers from the estate of Doris
Heusrls Mi tis Speirs: and to the Ernest
Buckler Papers, fr III his friend and
biographer. Claude Bissell. A new fleld for
Future research has result ed from Gordon
Sparling's gift f his own papers on the
history of the Canad ian fil m industry .
Margaret Atw ood, Douglas LeP:Il1, J ref
Skvorecky and others have added to the
co llec tions of their own papers already in
the Fisher Library, and we have re endy
acqulred the li terary papers of Will iam
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French and Malcolm Ross.
Readers who have been into the Fisher

Libra ry will know that there are eight
exh ib ition cases on the entrance level.
Addi tio nal sig nifica n t items are shown on
the Il rst tloor. Th e range is w ide; from
books that belon ged to Archbishop
Thom as ranmer (Oe co lampadlu s's In
Propbeta,» Bzecb lclem Connnentart us,
Argem orau, 1534) and Charles Dickens
(l ady Mary Wort ley Montagu 's \\Yod~s,

Lend 1',1 803) to an eighteenth century
Shavu'ct scro ll; from the BlbliotlJec(I
Marek/a na (Hagae- Co mlrum, 1712) , :111
Important book auct ion catalog ue, to
WiII1~lIn Boyne's own working copy of h is
still defi nit ive book, Tokens Issued In tbe
Seoentee ntb, Eigbteentb, ana Nineteenth
Centuries, I" }'orksb(re (Headingley, 1858).
Quite d ifferent from a ll these is me 187 1
WoodSIOCk baseball broadside, the
imaginative gift o f John M:lppin .

'rh ts exhibition shows that, due in grea t
pan to its Friends, the Fisher Library can
contin ue to provide rich research re
sources in many fields. We sho uld like to
thank you all for your support and
generosity .

Riebt ll'd Landon, Director,
Tbomas Ftsber Rare 8 00k Ubrary

Copies of the aw l gue to the exhfbi
tion "A Pride of Gi fts" are available at a
charge of S20.00i they are free to Friends
of the Fisher Library . Th ese w ho are
unable to attend the anniversary celebra
tion may requ est a copy from the Dep~1I1

ment of Development, Robarts Lib rary .

Elegant Editions:
Aspects of Victorian

Book Design

"Elegan! Editions: Aspects of Victo rian
I300k Design" will be on display at the
Fisher Library fro m 16 j anuary to 31 March
1995. TIl e exh ibition is drawn from the
Runri Mclean Collection o f Victo rian Book
Design and Colour Print ing in the
Robertson Davies Lib rary at Massey
C liege. Assembled by the noted Brit ish
book designer and his; rtnn of printing,
the Mcle an Collectlon documenrs the
developments in co lour pr inting, partlcu
lnrly in Britain , and the evohnlon of
publishers' bookbindings. I t formed the

basis of his pioneering works on the
subject. Alth ough in dividual items from the
co llection have been displayed bo th at
Massey College and the Fisher Library , this
is the fir st extensive exhibition based upon
the co llec tion since its arrival in Toronto in
1970.

The fi rst quarter of the nineteenth
cemury w itnessed the rev ival o f co lour
printin g from relief b locks, usuall y wood ,
and the Introd uct ion of a new colour
print ing method from :1 flat o r
planograph tc surface , kn own as

chrornolhhography. Colour printing from
relief block s could be printed on the same
k ind o f pri nting press as text type , while
chromoli thography req ulred a spec ial
p rintin g p ress. For either method, sepa rate
blocks or stones had to be prepared fo r
each colour. 11,e5e wou ld then be printed
successively On each sheer of paper, th e
pri nter tak ing care to assure the proper
nllgnment or registration o f ench co lour.

A bove: Henry SIJaw. Alphabets, Numerals
and I evlces of the Middle Ages (Lo ndon,
18 45) .



the most unu sual example o f
colour print ing in the nineteenth
century, O liver Byrne's edit ion
of 11Je FirSI SI,,\' Books oftbe
1.:1011l(l/Ils ofBuelld o, ndon ,
1847) in wh ich col urs (red.
blue and yellow) we re subsu
luted for the letters used 10
deslgnrue lines :I1"1d angles.

13>' the. midd le of the century ,
there we re a num ber o f firm s
p roducing co lour book Hlustra
tions by reli ef methods. Some of
the fin est work came from the
pr inting shop of Be njamin
Fawcet t in Oriffield , Yo rkshire,
Fawcet t's colour printing was
d istinguished by the qualit y of
the wood engravin gs, his
method o f printing the blocks,
and the b rill iance of his colou rs,
which he mixed himself using
mineral co lours a nd a non-oil
base fo rmula probably simila r lO

Savage's. Th e result of Fawce tt's
efforts Is evident in William
Houghton 's tsrutsb Fresb-water
Fishes (Londo n, 1879) and
Frederi ck Ross's Ruined Abbeys
ojBrttatn (Londo n, 1882) .

O ne o f the most successful
colour print ers was Edm un d
Evans whose name is associated
w ith the production o f children's

books. Beginning with the toy boo ks of
w alter Crane, Evans pr inted ma rty of the
juven ile Hlustrat ions of Crane, Rand Iph
Caldecou, and Kate Greenaway. Evans
also produced some fin e examples of
p ictorial work, based lip n the drawings
o f Bl rket FOSle r. Othe r outsmndtng
examples of Evans's co lo ur work are
James Doy le's II c nrontcte ofEngla nd
(Londo n , 1864) and Will iam All ingham's 111
ttatrytand (London, 1870), be th illust rated
by Richard Doyle.

At the same li me that co lour printing by
relief methods W; IS develop ing commer
cially, a new method o f colour pr inting ,
chromo lhhography. was becoming
established. luveme d by Alo is Sene felde r

in 1798, the li thograph y depended upon a
chemical reaction: the avcrslon o f 0 11 and
water. Af ter a design is drawn d irectly on
the stone using a greasy crayo n or ink , the
stone is wetted w it h wa ter , then inked
w ith a greasy ink w hich adheres 10 the
areas of 'he st ne ccrua tntng the design.
Lithograph y came into more general use in
Europe after the publtcatl on of
Senefelde r's treatise on the sub ject in
Ge rman in 1818, with Fre nch and English
trtmstauons appearing the following year,

Br/l isb Empire (Londo n, 1842) .
The tex t of Nicolas's book was printed

by Charles Whitt ingham IJ o f the Chlswick
Press who, in co llaborat lon wi th the
pub l isher Will iam Plckerlng, prod uced
some of the finest examples of Victorian
printing , Many o f these books were
decorated w ith wood engraved ornaments,
borders, and tnhtals. a nd printed in red
and black . But. the impetus for colour
printing on a grand scale at the Chiswick
Press carne when Henry Shaw, an ant i
quary and d raughtsman, chose
Whitt ingham as his print er and Pickering
as hi s pub lisher for his books o n Medieval
and Eli zabethan an, architecture, and
costume, and the 0.1'1 o f ill umination . Shaw
used every method o f illustratton kno wn
10 him - c pper engravings (which he
then COIOlIl'cd by hand), reli ef wood
blocks, and chromoli thography - to
produce his plates. while the ornamental
ini tials and borders surround ing the text
we re prin ted in co lours at the Chisw ick
Press, "11110; most magnifi cent result o f these
labours was his Dresses and Decorations q(
tbe Middle Ages (Lo ndon, l 840-43) w ith
some initia ls being p rinted in a ' many as
seven co lours. Whi ttingham also produced

Platefrom 'be French edition a/ AlDis Sene/elder'sComplete Course o f
Lithograph y (1819).

Will iam Savage's Practt
cal Hints 0 11 Decoratioe
PrintIng (Londo n, 18'1 8
'1823) was the first major
work on colour pri nting
produced in Br itai n in the
early nineteenth century, A
printer of conside rable
reputation , Savage also had
experimented wi th pri nting
inks to produce a formula
more suitable for printing in
co lours from wood block s.
He used his newl y-devel
oped ink s, w hich were made
w ithout an oil base, in hi s
bock on colour printing, It
contained eighteen samples
of his co loured inks and
thirt y-three full-page COIOl lf

tllusrrauons, one o f which
was printed from as many : IS

rw enry -nine blocks. T he
work was published by
subscr ip tion in tw o pans, in
an ed ition of only 227
copies, In recogni tion of his
achievements in co lour
print ing, Savage W~IS

awarded a silver medal and
a cash premium o f £15. 15s,
by the c elery of A I'IS in
'1 825, It W:IS the only
remuneration he received .1S

he never p ractised colour printi ng in a
commercia l way.

While William Savage is credited with
the revi val of colour pr inting by rel ief
methods, the pioneer in the p roduction of
relief co lour print s for c commerci al
market was George Baxter. Baxter devel
oped a process, patented in 1835, which
used a "key" impression taken from an
engraved pl ate over wh ich he prin ted in
ott-base inks from a succession of wood
b locks, usual ly be tween le n and twenty.
li e was a painstaking craftsman and
achieved a richness of co lour and texture
seldom surpassed, Baxter illustrated (I

series of works o f popular natural his tory
by Robert Mudic, the earliest appearing in
1834, The finest examples of his book
illustrations appeared in a gifl book, The
Ptctarial Album, 0'; Cab inet of Pttint ings
(Londo n, 1837) , w hich reproduces eleven
oil paintin gs. It was the only co llection of
thi s son done by Baxter, who fou nd it
more proftt able to sell his pri nts individu 
all y. He did , however, provid e the Hlusrra•
tlc ns, inclu d ing a frontispiece port rait o f
Queen Victor ia and the decorative tHle
page, for Sir Nicho las Harris Nicolas's
Hls(Ory q/ tbe Orders oj'Knlgbtbood oftbe



Sene felde r did include a sec tion on
print ing in colours alth ough it was not
very de tailed .

One of the early practitioners of the
lithogra phic an in England was Charles
Joseph Hullrnandel, n landscape painter
who recognized the potenti al of the
technique for illustrating books of tope
graphical views. He introduced a number
o f innovations. includ ing the use of limed
stones, which rendered it an ideal medium
for reproducing landscape scenes, In '1824
Hullmandel published The An 01 Drawing
0 11 SI O /'IO, :J. manual intended for the use o f
art ists and dmugfusrnen .

Th e lnnovauons made by Hul lrnande l
p rovided the basis fo r print ing colour
lithographs from a succession of stones, or
chrornoln hogmphy. This was the medium
hosen by wen Jones, an architect and

ornamenta l design er, to prod uce hls wo rks
on decorat ive motifs. For his firs t major
pu blication , Plans, BlevtlJion s a nd Sections
cf tbe A/ball/bra, Jones actual ly set up his

The Antiquarian
Booksellers' and

Auction Catalogues
Collection

As the second of a series of femmes on
lesser known co llectlons at the Fisher
Library, thi s a rtlcle describes the co llection
of an uquarlan booksel lers' and auction
catalogues, which constitutes an unique,
although un fort un ately lillie known,
resou rce fOI' scho lars and bib liophiles,

In 1988, the: Fisher Library's already
extensive collection o f catalogues was
greatly augmented by a VClY large dona
l ion from the Univ ersity of Western
Ontario. During the last few years,
considerab le time and effort has gone into
unpack ing, SOil ing, and integrating th is
co llection w ith our ow n ho ld ings, Th ls
enormo us task has nOW been completed,
w ith the result that the collection in the
Fisher Library is certainly the largest in
Canada; other significant co l lections are
housed at the Amerlcnn Anuqunrtan
So lery. the Grolier Club, and tit Harvard,

Our co llec tion now Includes approxi
matel y 3000 firms. and consists o f some
75,000 Ind ividual items, repre sentin g
c!(''illers from G re~tt Orl tain and EUr'ope, ~IS

we ll as NOl1h AmcI'ic.a, and covering the
period fr m the early nir1eteenth century

ow n lnhogrrrphtc press. 'rhe work W~~

issued in ten parts between 1836 and
"1842, w ith six ty-nine of the 104 plates
produ ced by chromollrhography. Jon es
also used chrornotfthog raphy fOI' 3 series
of "illum inated" gifl boo ks, man y modelled
on medieval designs. His greatest achieve
ment in co lour print ing, however, is his
Grammar of Ornament (Londo n, 1856)
which W~$ prin ted by the fi rm of Day and
Son. T he fi rm also p roduced many f the
great chr mo lftbograpbtc tomes issued to
commemo rate the Grear Exhibit ion of
1851.

Jones col laborated w ith Henry Noel
Hu mphre ys , au arti st an d natural ist, 0 11 a
num ber o f works of co lou r pr inting.
Humphreys designed and Jones printed
the illuminated Calendarfor 1845 which
was patterned on the fift eenth-cent ury
Book o f Hours of Anne of Brittany. Jones
"executed on Slone and prtnted in co lours"
the examples of il luminat ion used to
ill ustrate Humphreys's Ilhuntnated Books

to the present. We have very ex tensive
run s o f several of the most important
British and American fi rms, incl uding
Maggs, Quaritch, Goodspeed 's, American
An Association!Anderson Onller les, and
Sotheby's. Significant runs of major
European firms such as Joseph Baer,
Gllhofer & Ranschburg, Menn o
Hertzberger , Karl W. Hiersemann and
Hotel Drouot are also inclu ded. There is
good coverage or the nineteenth century
period , in parti cula r thro ugh the well
known Tetsberg collection of American
I ooksellers' catalogues, overing the
period 1830-1920, Catalogues fo r a number
of the most Important Canadiana co llec
tions, such as the Gerald E. Han sale in
Boston in 1890, that of G.M, Fairchild in
1905, the Hodgins sale through the
Toronto firm of D, urherland in 1901, and
the sale of the Learmon t co llection at the
Anderson Galle ries in New YOI'k during
1917-1918 are also included. i h is co llec
tio n also embraces the obscure, not Just
the well -known, and a significant proper 
uon o f items are those from dea lers w ho
issued on ly a handful of catalog ues. T he
unique nature of some of this materia l
needs emphasis. Few Canadian dealers,
for example, have co mplete !'l 1l1S o f even
their own catalogues. The Library compre
henslvely collects al l current catalogues,
and ret rospectiv ely purchases Cnnadlan
catalogues thai appear On the market.

The v"lIl le o f ( <II1'I logues, the pleasure
evc lY co llector feels on the recelpl of a
new list or catalogue in lhe mail , needs nO
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of II,.Mlddl. tl8es (London, 1849), Both
Jones and Humphre ys were interested in
the cove l'S as well as the co ntents of the
books and produced bind ing destgns
based on histori cal mo tifs. 111C most
elaborate of th ese were the "carved"
woo den bin d ings designed by Jones and
the papler mftche bind ings by Humphreys
made in imitat ion of med ieval books.
Jon es also produced paper bindings using
design motifs of other periods w hich were
p rinted by chrorn cltt hograp hy.

In addition to the books described
above, 111e exhtbiuon will trace develop
rnents of publishers' bookb indings in the
nineteenth century, includ ing early
examples of cloth bind ings, embossed
leath er bindings, gold-blocked leather and
cloth bind ings, and paper b ind ings,

Ma rie Korey . Librarian
Robertson Da vies Library , Mtl ssey College

funher corn rneru. Their value for bib lio 
graphie reseurch is attested to by no less
an authority than G. Thomas Tanselle ,
w ho notes, in his Gu ide to the Stu dy of
Un ited States Imprints, thai ' 110 catalo gue
n. regard less o f its defects, can automati
call y be considered worthless'; an axiom
that every collector \V II.! no doubt endorse.
He acids that 'The huge mass of catalogues
of all kin ds constitutes a vast reposito ry of
mi scellaneous information ,.. sometimes
quo ting from or ci ting unpublished
documents, frequentl y furnishing repro 
d uctions of tit le pages, and casicn ally
supplementing or even correcting previ 
ously pub lished refe rence works'. AJ
though Tan selle was concerned, in this
instance, w ith pr inted works, the cara
logues can be even more significant a
resource fo r a study o f ma nuscript mate ria
als, b indings, and ill ustrations, where
bibliographic control is less comp rehe n
stve. In the e lse o f manuscripts, for
example, catalogues give derails of those
which either can no longer be located , or
are not accessible to researc hers . Orten
extensive quo ta li ons or even pho tographi c
reprod uctions, are provided. Simi larly,
catalogues om be invaluable in tracin g the
pr venance of ind ividual copies of
import ant works. Auction catalogues, in
particular, are a rich source of ln for rnatlon .
for they are frequentl y annotated wi th the
names of the buyers and the prices
rea lized .

Ano ther indicatIon of tile research
potential of catalogues is th;ll the ent ire



An il e Dondertnum, Lib rarian,
"n:JO/11t1S Pisber Rare Book Ltbra ry

except in the carefully prepared entries in
their camlogues.

Despite their importance, ho wever,
cata logues are n t used to their full
po tenti al by researchers, pr imaril y because
o f pI' blems of access, Certainly, th e
catalogues, as a wh o le, are dlfflcuh to use
effect ively , although Individual numbers
arc sornenmes provided w ith good
indexes. TIl e bulk o f the collecuon, at
present, is accessible only through ;-1 card
file, which lists ho ldings by firm, w ith
some Hmlted subject access (by area of
specializ ation and collectors' names) ,
Some pans of the co llection, however,
no tably the C3r1y Canadia n dealers, have
bee n full y catalogued, and records for th is
material are available on trrunk. Slmilarly,
individua l catalogues w ith significant
research potential (such as the 1992
Christie's ca talogue on the 36 lin e Bibl e)
are incorporated into Other co llections,
such as the Duff Collection on the histo ry
of the book , A very interesting approach
to the p rob lem of access has recently been
taken in Phi ladelphia, where nine institu
tions have launched a cooperative proj ect
to catalogue and create ho ldings records
of nuc tl n and dealers' catalogues, which
w ill be moun ted ns an on-li ne database in
RU N (Research Libraries lofo rrnatlon
Netw ork) , Keyword searching Is available
on all words in the tltle , making it possib le
for researchers, for the first time, to locate
cita tions to individ ual works , and even
ed itions of wor ks.

Perhaps the most tell ing tes timony to
the value of catalogues is that in recent
years, collect ions o f them have, in tum ,
begun to appear as items for sale In
deniers' catalogues. Our co llec tion ,II the
Fisher Library will continue to gro w, and
w ill continue to be n rich treasure trove of
Informanon for those patien t enough, and
resourceful enough, to make use of II.

Tremaine's A Bibliography of
Canadian Imprints, 1751·1800
( 952), where one not es thal a
subsrar ulal number o f the Iitl es
listed were identified solely
through catalogue entries, which
rem ain the only evidence o f the
existence of the work ,

Aside fro m the value of the
Information conratned in ind i·
Vidual catalogues, the ex istence of
such a large and d iverse co llection
offers great potential fo r study o f
the antiquarian book trade as a
w ho le, These a nalogues provide
primary source material for such a
study. supplying mforrnuuon on
dates w hen booksellers were
active, w here they were locat ed,
the type of mate rial they hand led,
their pr ices, which libraries were
bought and s id, and so on , In an
even wider context. the cata logues
em provide insights into social
history by offering glimpses into
reading habits. for example when
catalogues list the entire contents
of a 'gentleman's li brary ', o r by
allow ing a researcher to trace
pr ices through several centuries,
as :I n index of what works were
valued, and of interest, at different
periods,

Catalogues do, of c urse, vary
grea tly in thei r comprehensiveness
and scope, whtle some are merely

a random listin g of w hatever a pa rticular
dealer happens to have on hand. others
represent years o f research, In fact,
catalogue entries can be the best available
source of b ibliographie Information on a '
part icu lar work ; gathering together in one
spo t all previous research on the topic,
and providi ng references and sources,
There have always been dealers whose
knowl edge of books is legendary, bu t w ho
have not imparted that knowledge in print ,
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run of So theby's auction cata logues has
now been microfilmed, T he printed guide
to the mtcro fl lrn co llection co mments on
the lrnportance of these catalogues, not ing
lh :1I they are 'a significant research tool for
the scho lar, the collector, the dealer, the
art histo rian. and the librarian'. The fact
thrn scholars do make use of catalogues
for research, for example in imprint
bib l iography, is evident from a qui ck
check of sources, such as Mar te

CtlUllogue Of Rare Books:I1l e Southern Library
Service, Hattiesbu rg, Mississippi. Caption reads, "A
Bombed English Library. A principal reason for the
grow ing sca rcity of fine English books".

Events
1994/1995

Tuesday 8 Nove m ber 199 4
17)(/ SCient ific Analysts of /be 36 l.1ne Bible

Dr. William Stoneman, Scheide Llbrar
kin nt Prin ceton .

Tuesday 22 November 1994
10lh An niversa ry of tbe Frle"ds.'

Jo in us to celebrate the 10th annive r
sary of the friends of the 1110mas
Fisher Rare Book Library, w ith an
exhibit ion and catalogue of giflS from
our Friends.

Th ursday 19 Jaouary 1995
Elega nt Edttkms: Aspects of Victoria n Book
/J(!slglI

Recep tion to open a special exh ib ition
of books From Massey College's
celebrated Runri Mcl.ean Colle ction.

Thursday 23 February 1995
Garden Books

Professor Doug las Chambers, Trin ity
College, University o f Toronto , a
scho lar in the history of gardens.

Wednesday 15 Marc h 1995
'I7,e Canadian Anttqnarian Book Trade
and tnstttut ional Buyers

David Mason. well kn own Canadian
Antiquarian Booksel ler .



Anus of t outs Xl V OI l tbe binding ofClaude Duplessis '
Traites sur ln couurrne de Paris de Paris (1702) .
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"Ownership ofBooks"

The recent exhibition ;tt the Fisher
Library on provenance displayed some of
the more interesting examples [rom me
library 's rich store of books that have
assoc iations with historical and lite rary
figu res, or eminent collectors. The exhlbi
l ion so ught 10 demonstrate how the
interest and value o f an ind ividua l copy of
a book may be slgnlflcam ly enhanced
whe n so me thing of its past histo ry can be
traced . The severnI ways in which
ownership is recorded In books were
highlighted. ranging from a humble
signa ture o n an e nd pa per, to the
ostentatious disp lay o f a personal
com of ar ms or mon ogram on the
covers of the book.

A conspicuous part o f the exh ibi
tion consisted of armoria l b indings,
includ ing examples bearing the arms
of monarchs and dignitaries of
several European countries, pan tcu
larly those of Great Brltaln and
France. The prn tire o f displaying
ow nership on the covers of books
probably originated in France, w here
It became popular m the beginning
o f the sixteenth century, wh ile in
England il came Into vogue during
the reign o f Elizabeth 1(1558-1603).
The Queen hersel f had the device of
her mother, Anne Boleyn, stamped
on many of her own bind ings.
Leading bibl iophiles among her
co un ters, such as Robert Dudley, Earl
o f l eicester. Sir Willia m Pickering,
and Cecil Lord Burghley, soon
followed the monarch's lead.
Throughout the seventeenth centu ry
the herald lc deco ratio n of covers was
Widespread, but towards the end of
the century it beg an to be super
seded by the bookplate. Armor ial
b indings did, however, remain
po pular among the wealt hy classes,
particularly the nobility of eight
eenth-century Prance.

Amon g the royal armorial bindings
displayed were copies thru may have once
belonged to, or were associated w ith, the
Briti sh monarchs James I, Charles I,
Chnr1es II, George II , George III, George
iV, and Elizabeth II , w hile the French
monarchy was represented by Louis XTV,
Louis XV, and Lculs-Phlllppe. Copies o f
books :15S CI:11Cd with Alexander 11 of
Russia, Philippe V and Ferdina nd VI of
Spain, and Ferdinand II of the Two Sicllles

were also displayed. Tw o of the royal
association cop ies had some Cnnadtan
interest. Richard Whitboume's A discourse
",uI dtscocery 0/New f ollud-Itlnd ( london,
1620) , dedicated ro j ames I, bears the
monarch's arms on the front cov er. TI1is
copy subsequently belonged to Sir William
Pepperell , the American commander f the
colonial exped itionary force against the
French garrison at Loulsbourg, Cape
Breton in 1745. Also shown was a co py of
Claude Duplessis' Trattes snrla caU/Utlle
de Paris (Paris, 1702) , sumptuo usly bound
and deco rated with the arms of Louis XlV.
The volum e came to Canada at the end of

the eighteenth century, and belonged to a
long success! n of prom inent C...madian
judges and hiwyers.

Evidence of ownership foun d inside the
covers of n book is frequently in the form
of ;1 bookplate, It is believed that the
boo kpla te originated in Germany in the
late flfteenth century. It was an other
hundred years before bookplates caught
on In England, where, since the kue
seventeenth century, they have become
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the most ommon display of ow nership.
orne of the earl iest English boo kplates,

dating from the second half of the six
teenth century , were in fact plain prin ted
book labels, bearing the name of the
owner. In the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries bookplates became more
decorative, with the engraved armoria l
bookplate enjoying a long po pularity,
while in the tw ent ieth century the pictorial
bookplute predominates. Various types o f
boo kplates were displayed , including fifty
Canadian examples.

The least pretenu us mark o f owner
ship is the manuscrip t inscr ipti n on the

end papers, h:t1f titl e or titl e page.
In its simplest form, the inscription
consists o f the ow ner's autograph,
sometimes accornpanted by the
dale and place of acquisition, and
the price pald. Other marks o f
ownership are less exp lici t, and
may be in the form of initials,
monogram , or personal epigram
(Ben Jonson, for example, in 
scribed his books "Tanquam
explora to r"). More cryptic methods
of markin g ownership are also
encountered. Famous previous
ow ners of books in the exhibition
includ ed Archbi shop Thomas
Cranmer, the playwright Will iam
Congreve, and the poli tician and
poli tical w riter Edmund Burke.

111e most interesting kind o f
lnscr ipt lo n is :1presentation one
from the author to a famous
recipient. SeveF.:I1examples of
preseruauon cop ies were included
in the exhibition, one of the more
exc iting being the copy of
f1or% g/ tI", osctttatcrn nn given by
its author, Chrlsuaa n Huyghens, to
Sir Christopher \Y/ren. An other
example was the copy of Sir
Alexander Mackenzie's voyages
across Canada to the Patine coast
presented by him to the Hudson's
Bay Company. Presentation copies
rnay also reveal the author of an
ano nymous work, or provide a
precise date of publication, as in

the case of the copy of the ano nyrnously
published Datm. which its author , La
Poupl lniere, gave to Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. Rousseau's ow n manu s ript
notes provide Information concerning the
size of the press ru n.

From the textual viewpoint, ;:111 ussoclu
l ion copy, particularly an author's copy of

...one o f his own works, will o ften contain
manuscrip t annotations and corrections,
wh ich may add lO our knowledge of the
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textual or publishi ng histo ry of that bo k.
O ne of the books d isplayed was a cop y o f
Galileo 's II sa88(ti lolY!, co ntaining an
illuminating note in Gall leo's hand, w hich
supplies valuable info rmation about the
ed iting of his text.

Investigation Into provenance provides
the hist nun of the book with valuable
da ta f r the stud y of the social context o f
the book. Mu ch information o n also be
glea ned about the acq ulsltlon nnd dispel'.
sal o f books, the Important rol e pl ayed by
the book trade in these processes, and the
vital link be twee n collec tors and Instltu
uo ns . A good deal, 100, can be learned
31>0\.11 the economics of' collecting . the

Exhibitions 1994/95

22 NOllCwbel' - 22 December
Gifls from O ur Friends

16jll l1l/tl/Y - 31 Mt,r, b
Massey College Ruar i Mcl.ean
Collect i n

17 Ap,1'-16jl/lw
Canadian Private Presses

Parking

for Friends attending evening meet ings,
undergrou nd parking is now availab le [ust
north of the Robarts Lib rary and on the
east side of l. Geo rge Streei. There is ;I

nat rate of 54.00 after 5:00 p m.

H'A'L'C'Y'Q'N
University of Toronto library
Toronto, Ontario M5S IAS

sudden and strange fl uctuat ions govern ing
[he market in general. and the prices paid
fo r Individual copies in particula r.

The exa mi nation of ind iv idu al couec
l ion s reveals mu ch about the changes and
devel prnent in the not ion s of "taste" and
connoisseurship that have guided co llec
to rs in forming their librar ies. At the same
time it is inte res ting to note the endur ing
appeal of certain categor ies of books, such
as incunabula and other exa mples of early
prtrntn g, Shakes peare, ill uminated manu 
scripts, and nne bindings, to name b UI a
few. Th e changing soc ial background of
the collecto r at d ifferent periods ca n also

Edito r 's Note

This issue was ed ited by Gayle Garlock
and designed by Veronica Fisher, with
ph otographs by Philip Ower. Comme nts
and/or suggestions sho uld be sent to
Gayle Garlock, Directo r. Develo pment and
Public Affairs, Llnlverslty o f Toro nto
Library, Toront o , Ontario t\'ISS IA5
(4 16 978-7655).

'I7Je Halcyon: TIJe News/eltel' of the
F,.'el/tls o/ 'I1JCTbosnas Flsbcr Ra re Book
lilJrm)' is pu blished " vice a yea.' in

be d iscerned : the privileged courtier class
of Ellzabethun Eng land ; the rich aristo
emile collecto rs of Europe during the
seventeenth and eighteenth cent uries; the
lesser nob il ity and co mmoners o f the
nineteenth century, and the weah..hy
industrialists of the twenti eth ce ntury.

Pbi/ip Oldfield, Librarian
Tbomas Fisher Rare Book Lib"(UJI

Copies of the catalo gue 10 the exhibi
tion are ava ilable free at the Fisher Library
or may be requested from the De parunenr
of Development , Roba rts Library .

New Greeting Cards!

t ook for the Library's new greeting

and hrtstmns cards.

All curd design s are reproductions

from material in the

1110m:ls Fisher Rnre Book Library.

Noveml er and June. Halcyon pub lishes
short articles o n recen t noteworthy gifts
and acqubitions of the Fisher Rare Book
Libra ry , recent exhibitio ns in the f isher
Libra ry, activi ties of the Friends and other
short ank les of inte rest to the Friends.

111e edito rial boa rd of n otcyon includes
Gayle ar lock . the editor, Anne j oc z from
the Fisher Library and veronica Fisher,
Graphic Artisl o f the Lib rary .


