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The Atlas as a Book

Atlases, one o f the o ldest forms of
geograph ic encyclopedias and works o f
refere nce, have onen been though t of as
simply a group of maps bou nd together.
Vel each al ias h:IS been conceived find
shaped , put into meaningfu l order and
made uniform in some w ay by the
compiler who guided the prod uction 10

co mpletio n. The Tw enry-Nlruh Ann ual
onfcrc nce on Editoria l Problem s entit led

'Edt tlng Early nnd Historica l Atlases', 10 be
held at the University on N vember 5lh
and 6111 , will constder the problems editors
have had in dealing w ith al iases from the
15th century to the present. The Library is
one of the spo nsors of the conference and
in hon our of the event the exhibitio n 'The
Atlas ns a Book: ]t190 to 1900' has been
1l10l111ted in the Tho mas Fisher Rare Book
Libr ary, Over 0 early atlases from the
collectio ns show the evo lution o f the atlas,
its fOl' I11 and contents, and the w ork of ns
ed itors from its origin in the 15th and 16th
centuries until the begtnntngs of thematic
:lI klS maki ng in the 19th century.

' J1l~ e,;:;l fl y ~l\ I :JS form developed from
se veral sources, includi ng the trnd ltlcn of
ponolun chart-making, the publicat ion of
Ptol emy's CeogmjJ!Jy, the creation o f
specialized map books such a ' the tsolarto
or Island atlases, and the co ncept of
bindlng n group o f maps together Ioru
particular buyer,

Coastal chans in man uscri pt, known as
por to)nn from 'po rtcla nos' or cady sailing
directions, date from the end o f the l .1th
century. From time to time they wert:
bound in to :H l :l.~ form. The main features
of each chart inclu de the rhurnbli nes 0 1'

lines fer plot ting hearin gs criss-crossing
the map and intersectin g w ith 16 or 32
poi nt com pass roses. Coastal pla ce names
are marked , Imporm ru ones bein g in black
a nd ot hers in red , The early charts sho wed
only the Medlt errnneau Sea but gradually
the urea cove red extended to the Arln tuic
and the Pacifi c Oceans. The form o f the
atlases varied from fo lio cha rts fo lded and
bound in leather COVers, to the exrunple
un di splay i ll which charts have been
mount ed on both sides o f boards fo lded in
concertina fashion , possibly for easier'
cons uhauon. The standard porto lnn atlas
usually co nsisted o f 13 charts - one
world chan (e ither Europ e or, in later
periods. the w ho le world ) and 12 regio nal
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charts. The content varied bUI the pcnolan
ali as displayed, w hich was proba bly
produced in venice in the late 16th
century, inclu des charts for Europe wl th
some emphasis a ll the Adrl :Hic and the
Aegean Seas, the At lan tic CC:111 and
Arnerlcn and the Pacific Ocean . Four la rger
scale charts dep ict the islands or Cyprus,
Crete, Rhod es, and Hlspnniol a in the
Carlbbeau.

ne o f the most lm porta m influences
in the developm ent of the atlas w as the
publlshlng of Ptolem y's CtJogrtlpby written
in the 2nd cen tury A,D, but printed only in
the lauer half o f the l Sth cent ury. I li s
book Incl uded instruction s for mak ing
maps of the then Greek w orld al though it
is not known whether the o rig inal ever
had maps w ith it. The European cdnors of
late 15th and earl y 16th centuries, w ho
prepared ed itions of the work fo r publ ica
l ion , sometime... included only the 27 mups
hc descri bed and they occasion ally added
modern maps. O nce the dlscoverles of the
New Wor ld had take n place there were so
many new maps around rhnt it became
impossib le to inco rp orate them int o
Ptol emy's work. The Stage was set fur the
invention o f the true mode m m!:l.':i.

The credit fo r this goes to Abraham
rrclt us, an illurninntor o r maps und ab o ~l
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map colle ctor working In Antwerp in the
ll'lid ~l 61h century. lie W :IS familiar wi th
Hallan 'atlases' tluu were being assembled
10 order, from 1l1:IPS in stoc k ~ r cli ents,
and he w as awa re th:1I the sheers w ere of
d ifferem sizes and styles. Possibly at the
sugges tion of n colleague , he dete r mined
to col lect the best source maps und
produce u volume w ith maps or uni form
size and style, TIl is invo lved him in
redrawing the maps to a standa rd size and
then havi ng them engraved in a co nsistent
style. His fi rst edition of the 1 1) (!(1/1'/I1/l

Orbls Ten r".,,,u W :IS put llshed in 1570 and
was immensely popular . Over 40 ed itions
in various languages were prod uced
between then and 1612.

All ho ug h Gerhard Mercator, the nored
16th century cartographer, generally
appro ved o f this new al ias form. he w as
hi lllScl r working on un improvem ent to
Oneltus' w ork. rtelius hnd only co p ied
his source maps into a uni fo rm style,
Mercator reworked his map sOUI'{,'eS until
he w as sat isflcd w ith the geography
show n, to w hich he added longi tude and
lmnu de , :11'1<.1 his nne Itnllc scrip t for place
names, His mlas. first publish eel in corn
plerc fo rm In 1595, uftcr hi." death, wns so
sol idly researched and producedthat II
lasted well Into the 17th cent ury , In 1606
jodocus Hondlus purchased the plates and
bC~:1Il 10 produce new ed iti ons or rhe
al ias, revising some pl ates and eventual ly
incre asing the number o f mnps 10 three
tim es the original.

In the 17th century the atlas became
the dontinam cnn ograpluc form. Tile main
centre for auas production moved from
Antwerp 10 Amsterdam and W :IS domi 
n~Ile<1 by Ihe Blaell. ' Iondius :mcl Jansson
families. As more :Ill d more source n1~tpS

bec llne :Ivail: lb le. C<lc h :1t1:ls tended 10
in ' re:l~e in :,ize, hOlh in physic:t1 fo rmat
and in nu mhers o r vo lum es. Mort.'Over the
atbses began 10 become more comp li 
C'"~lted in lerms of sources. Fo r inslance. the
acqu isition by Will cm Blaeu o f :tbout 0 o r
the pl:l ll..·S Trom the Merc:uor -I lon d ius :lI l:ts
me:mt th:11 in the early 1630s ho th Bl:ieu
.mel the I lenr icus I iond ius-Johannes
Jansson p:1I1n ~rship weI' • p rod ucing
:tt la:'>eS with :tlnmsi iden tical maps.
:t1 though un der diffcrent titlcs :lI1d some
times alt ribuled to di fferent :Iuthors.

JO:ln BI:teu, the moM a111bil ious member
o f the ramily. w as the one rcspol'lsiblc for
lh e Iargel'ot atlas proeluced in Ihe 17th
cenlury, the gn: ::t t Atlr,s Jl/tliorl n 12 large
folio VOIUlllc..:S, pub lished in Y::lriOli S
I:mguagc ed it Ions from 1662 10 1672. This
is gf;.' lle l~ lI l )' nck no w l ·'dged to be One of
Ihe fin esl :1ll:Lscs ever prod lJCed by virtue

of hs high typographic standard, the VC IY

fi ne colour ing. and th ~ cho ice I indi ngs.
The Atlas W:IS so lu xu rious Ihat it w as
frequ ently presented to pri nces and
military heroes. Both o r the invaluable
Blneu atlases on display are recent gifts [ 0

the T hom as Fisher Rare Book Ub r:I1Y. The
fi rst volume from the Spanish editlon of
joan Blaeu's A IIIISstator ( 1659) w as a gift
front David La nk, and the th i rd vo lume of
the Dutch edi tion or tile Alias Nolltls by
Willern Blaeu (1650) was a gift from the
es tate of J. Stuart Flem ing, 111e title page
from the Spanish ed it io n, :t fin e exnru ple
or the ge nre , has been reprod uced in a
poste r an d is available 10 Friends, Th e
features o f early titl e-p age design are
highly symbolic r allegorical and are
deri ved from urtlsrlc co nve ntions o f the
pe riod . O ne case in the exhiblt l n w ill be
devoted to samples or a range or title
pages from variou s atlases.

O ne o f the main aspe ts o f the con fer
ence will be a d iscussion or histo rical
atlases in hon our of the publknrfon in
October 1993 of th ~ fi nal vo lume of the
/-Ils/or lca' Atlas 0/ 0 11/(" /(/, This al ias has
been ed ited, designed and produced at the
University of Toronto nnd it Is published
by the nivcrsit y of Toronto Press in
co njunction wit h Presses d ~ l'Unlversite de
Mon treal.

H isto rical arlases depicting conrcmpo
r:lry concepts o f rh ~ geography o f past
events arc the earliest til anatlc auases to
have been produced , 111ey are im porta nt
In the history o f cartogra phy for the very
great impact they hurl on the render. 111e
visual Images may have been cruc ial in
crc:lt ing :lnd su:,w inlng :,Qmelimes false Or
oversimplified nOlions o r hbtorical
siluatio ns, In lite c:l rly period these atlases
(,.'Oncelll fmcd mai nly on tlte evolul io n o r
states and bOll ll d:tries :tnd orevents such
as batt les. Wit h Ihe e:'l<lblishment of
uni versal schooling systems in lh e 19th
cenlury increasing numbers were being
prep:l rL'd for .')(:hoo ls.

The e:l rlie~t kn own historic:11ali as w as
the PlIIY:1'g OIl of O rteli us w hich first
appeared as :t seclion of his world alias
71)eo I11l11/ Orbls Termrum in 1579. I~oolcd

in Ptol emaic models it expressed Ihe
Henaiss:lncc reviva l o r intereSI in Classi
cism nnd it includ ed only cl:tssk-::II, b ib li<.., t1
~1I1d ecclesiasl ical histo ry. L:tler, in :l few
C1~es, one or two hislor ical lll:!pS w cre
includccl in gener:a l .1I1:15es, John peed
includecllhe map shOWing the inv asions
o f En~I : lI1d and Il'd and :tnd battle sites
since the NOl'Ill:l n o" queM in his "!1J(!al rr:
q( l lJe Empire (~fCl'elif iJl'fltl llle. "11is is .t
cllflous 1ll:IP In w hich the main ball ies :lI 'C

show n by tiny vlg neues of opposing
forces.

By (he enrty 18th century. historica l
a tlases we re begi nning 10 includ e medie 
\/<11 histo ry and by mid -century the idea of
show ing history from :111 periods W ;15

generally accepted. 1\ lany historical
:1I1:15e5 were prod uced for school use in
the 19th century pantcularly in Germany
and Great Briraln. O ne interesting atlas in
terms of cartographic design was A ll
n tstortcat At/as... produced by Edward
Quin in 1830. His method was to show
b lack clouds slow ly ro lling back 10 reveal
areas of the w orld know n (0 Europeans at
various peri od s. An example in the
exhibition depicts the area o f the world
known at the lime o f the Crusades.
The alias covers the period from the
Creation and , in :1 theo logfcal approach to

history , the firsl plate sho ws only the
Garden o f Eden.

The producrlon of thematic ntlases . a
collection o f maps emphaslztng special
them es other tha n general topog raphy, has
rcvo hnlo nlzcd the making of at lases in tile
20th cent ury. II w as in the 191h century ,
however, that the main develo pmen t in
rhcrnanc mnppmg occurred. Al Ilrst a few
thcrnatlc maps were include 1in general
atlases and then at mtd-ccrnu ry speciali zed
them atic atlases began to appear. Much of
the thrust fo r this had come Iro m develop
ment o f speclalized fields o f research
during the 19lh century. par ticula rly in
ph yskxtl subjects such as geo logy,
hydrography. meteor ology. zoo logy and
bio logy. In crmnny. Heinrich B .rghaus.
in ussoctauon w ith J. Perthes and A.
Stider, pub lished the first co mprehensive
th 'm:u!c atbs in 1838 b:tsed on the w ork
o f the geogmpher Alex.tllder v 1'1
Humbo ldt. In Edinburgh J, Johnston e and
\VI. & A.K. Johnston beg:ln to work on a
revised version in Eng lish, and lh eir
Pby sicll/ At/liS based on thai o f Bergh :tus
appeared firsl in 1845. Curiously . ahhou gh
I" belled ph y:,ic:t1 <t t1:lselot, both inclu ded
St:vt:r::d p lates on ethnogmp hy and reli gion
w hich are disp1:lycd in the exhib itio n,

II h::ts nOI been possib le in Ih is shan
arti c! ~ I comm "nt on :tll o f Ihe al iases
shown in Ihe ex hihitio n. We h IX: Ih~tt

Friends w ill all h:lVe it chance to view il
wi th Ihe hrief C~tl :t1oguc acco mpa nying it
in h:1nd . The exh lb il ion nllls from Oelobe r
18,h 1993 '0 Jan"a,)' 141h 1994.

'/orl11 \\'11"earls
Map Ubml) /, UII IIJers/OJ0/ '1'01'01110
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Postcards /:;.:wed I~)I 5/)(1111 SSecretar ial
d 'ag llocl61 pmpttglw{/t l , C(I, 1938 ,

A Vieur frorn the Left
The Robert S. Kenny

Collection

The Fisher Libra ry recently acquired a
larg e und slgnlflcant addit ion 10 its special
collection on radica lism donated by Robert
S. Kenny . An avid bibliophile w ith a keen
sense of history and n long stand ing
com mnmem 10 N1:l rx iSI ph ilosophy. Mr .
Kenny spent Ilfty years asse mbling an
impressive col lectio n w hich docu ments the
hlst ry nnd Impact or rad lcal movements
und Ideas wo rld-wide and , In so doing,
chronicles the slgnfflcara events o f modern
times. Th is sh o rt acco unt will not describe
the collection in d '1:111 btu will au nnpt
instead to Illustra te its sco pe and divers ity.
II e nco mpasses the historica l antecedents
o f Marx ism, its evolution and Influence
and those issues of gre atest co ncern 10 the
"len" - civil rig hts, trade un ionism.•
imp erialism, wa r, peace. disarmam ent.
foreign and econ rule policies, w orkers'
education and rights, race relations - in
fncr " II areas in which Iniustice W ;/IS

perceived 10 exis t. 11 also in .ludes rnaterinl
in the sciences, literature nnd the art... in
communist co untries, '111e collectio n is not
limited to Intell ectual treat ises Or official
documents hut includes popular works
memu to teach and infl uence the masses.

·nlC w ri ti ngs o f i\'lnrx , Engds, I.enin and
. t:l lin :Ire prominent in :1 v:l riety or
languages and ed it io ns, as arc the wri t i n~s

of k y co mmunist 1~l de rs :Ind their
governme nts. Th is pr im:IIY m:ll cri :11 is
acc:ompanicd by an excellent supporting.
library of biogl~t ph ic:tl :111(1critic:d works,
As COlllmunlsm is nil i n t ~l'l1 : lI l ()n :t1 mov(;.'-

rneru. no collecrjo n n the sub ject would
be co mplete w itho ut the extensive reco rds
of th ' Communist traernatloual . incl uding
the significant Fourth. II w as the ommu
nist lntem atlonnl w hich determined the
po licies fo r nntlon al parties

111C co lle l ion is not restric ted to w hat
m:IY he considered "prescrib ed readin g"
bUI incl udes such Influential w riters In the
field :IS It Pnlmc DUtI , Guy Aldred and
Scott Neari ng, The ccllccuon provides ;111

excellent opp onu ulty to study left-w ing
publishing through the imprints or Victo r
Gollnncz (London) and his L"'ft Book Club
ed itions, I rucrnnuonal Pul lishers, New
York , o r less we ll known publishers likc
Til, PI .bs League :1I1c1 even the li terary
Hogarth pre ss. There nrc also single items
made slgnt flcnra by their prov enan ce such
as ESItIfl I/XISde 1(1 1l!1 'OIIICloli espo ii ola de
/9 j ulio de / 936, autograph '<.I by soldiers
from many lnternatl nal battalions and
with .1 man uscript note on the fl yleaf:
Hospi tal Dec. 8/31J.

Incorporat ed into the collect io n are
oppos ing and d issident po li tical views.
There nre the court roo m speec hes of
anarchists w ho were hung foll ow ing the
Haymarket Sq uare !t iex ( 886), the w ritings
of I> rr Kropotktn. and an aut ographed
copy o f the nrsl ed it ion o f Emm a
Goldman's Anarcbtsm and olbe l' C'SSlO'S
( 9 17) , with a p reface by Rebecca Wc~t.

Amo ng the fnsclst writers are Sir Oswald
Mosley and nenuo tussol lnt . The most
p rominent disslderu rep resen ted is Leon
Trotsky and his works have been co llectcct
in dep th induc.li ng those fi rst pllblish~d in
Englbh ;Ifter his exile.

An inl ercstlng :tlld significant cha ractcr~

iMic of the collection is that Illlll'h o f thc
m:lIerial is cphcmer..!! , :tne! ronn~ :1

tre:lsure trov ' or this elu sive :'1l1d impo l'lant
hi::, tori,,:d evidence. Sod:tl and po lit ic:'1 1
prot est was o ften :tnnounccd in :.1 Icanet,

hasti ly wrincn on poor paper and di strib 
uted locally. Th e re are, fo r example,
leaflets passed our by the strikers during
the 'Trek to uawn ' in 1935, propaganda
fro m the Spanish Civil \'(Iar, the Second
\'(IOI'ld War and the Kore an W:lr, and
denou ncements of the guilty verdict in the
Rosenb erg C:ISC in 1953,

Eighteent h nnd nineteen th-century
pamphlets provide a fram ework that
fusnfledthe n .ed fo r reform by gtvlng
corucmporury accou nts of thu w orkers' 101
but most o f the pamphlets :'\I' C from the
twent ieth century . 111(:y have a simllnr
unrnedfucy 10 the leufler. are .hcap 10

print and nrc ex tremely port abl e, It was
often th rough them that revolut io nary
ideas we re first expressed, pan')' ideolog y
conveyed :1I1d the working classes in
structed. '111cy provide eye -witness
a counts o f events such a~ the eneml
Strike in Britai n ( 1926) , oppression in
Germany in the thirties, and the long
march in China 0 934- 1935), Some o f the
most slgnifiClnt pamphlets are a bibliogra
pher 's nlghtmnre. To protect the aut hor's
identity and in some cases freedom, the
pamphlets we re w riuen ano ny mously or
un der various pseud onyms :1I1c1 lack al l
publi cation informatio n including da re .
Much anu-cornmuntsr material co nfirms
the need for such anonyrnlry . Some of the
pamphlets have become very sca rce . For
example, in the J930s it W:lS the pru ti e

f the Communls t Party o f Canada to print
runs of 1000-3000 b ut Ti m Buck's U(){ul
a!Jelrd was considered so importan t that
13.000 copies were pl'i ll ted . l3y the
seventies, howt.:ver, fewer lhan six w ere
rep orted in the public: d0I11:1 in,

Amon g ncwsp:lpers and period icals is
llle n l~t ;SS\.IC (Ma)f I , 192 1) ofa signifi cant
ea rly Ca naclb n new spaper , 'I lle (.'0 111111/1

niSI, published b)' thc Third omnu lI1i::, t
1111 'm :t1ion :11 in C:tn:l c.1 a, In that SJ I1lC ye' lI'



SOVIET RUSSIA

and month [he Comm un ist Party of
Canada was founded in Guelp h, O ntario .
SOIJlet Russia , huttnll y the orric ial rgan o f
[he Husslnn Sovie t Cov rnm III Bureau
and later of the Friends of Soviet Russin,
W:IS I ubltsbcd In New York beginning in
19 19, tn it the polrttcu. economic and
soc ial problems fo llowing the Revolution
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SIP/t IN"" IS, 1911 Hit"" ell/IJ
were ope nly debated . II also reflects the
ent husiasm with w hich (he Revolution W :IS

greeted outside Russia. New Masses ( 1926
1948) began :IS :1 left w ing lit erary m :tg :l

Zinc and later became a very important
forum for int dle ronl soclalisr nnd rad ica l
writing in Amerl cn, pnrtl cularly durin g the
thi rties .

Literature and the arts form anoth er
part of the col lecnon. O ften they are the
works o f patr iots such a~ Tarns
Shevchenko o r have :1 didactic pu rpose .
Scientific research was vel)' hnpcrtnnr for
the SOviets and there is :1 wealth of
material showing tbc progress of the
Sovie t Space programmc , co mple te with
pOS1Cr>, stamps, and docu ments remi ndi ng
us that the Soviets we re leaders in space
research.

Manuscri pts co l lected nrc chicny
Canadian and provtde nn Insider's vi ew of
the rol e o f co mm unism in Canada , the
challenge iI pre sented for the so ialists, its
Invo lvement in the CUrt'C:'1l1 issues o f th e
day and the persecution suffered by
members of tho Puny. For ex ample, the
persona l papers of A.E, Smith. transcripts
o f th e tria l o f Tim Buc k and tr ials of other
ccmrnun tsrs :IS we ll as o fflc lul records of
lhe Party arc included ,

Like all collecto rs. Kenny did not Iim il
himsel f only [0 prim but stimulates the
Imagtnatlcn through tangible evidence of

events. r part lculnr In terest in the vast
phot og raph co llec tion a re the Canadian
phot ographs which docu ment the
influence o f co mmunism in Canada.
particularly in the thirties when thou sands
marched through do wntown Toronto in
the Ml1)' Day parades. There nre also
buuons worn by de legates to the Interna
1100:11 congresses o r trade union meetings,
med als comrnemorat tng heroes o f the
Revoluti on. coins. stam ps , postcards,
POSICn" slide:" phonod iscs, .1l1e1 films,

The International part of the co llection
ca me 10 the libra ry in 199 2, bUI the
materi al 0 11 Canada h :IS been here since
1977 11 1x1 has 1x:t'11 used ex te nsive ly as a
major rc:,OUI'C(: for theses. books. majo r
articles and radio prog r::un mcs on the
Canadia n left . Th e visuulmareriul has been
o pted for television documentaries .

inclusion in books and even for all avant
garde art gallery. 111C Kenny o llecrlon
brings together in one place an historicall y
slgniflcnnt body f rn.uenal docume rulng
some seventy YC:1 rs o f momento us events.

l1/a l8elJl pearson
'/1) Ol1l tIS t-tsber nave Book UlJ/'{/ /:),

In Memoriam

Sad ly we learned of the dea th of Robert
, Kenny, following the writing of th is

article . Mr. Peter Weinrich , a long-ti me
friend , has written the following b iographi
(,';11 note,

Itobe rt S. Kenny
Robert Ken ny di ed at his home in

Toronto on the 28lh o f Septembe r, 1993 in
his 89th year. lie w as born in Lindsay.
O ntnr tc and dated his interest in book and
lit erature back to his schooldays. remem
ber ing one o f his reachers solemnly
announcing one day to the class tha t John
Mor ley had d ied , This would have been
w hen he W :IS 17 o r 18 years old, and tbe
rever o f bib liophllia never left him. I l is
ow n col lection fell into three bro ad
groups: literatu re; soc ial hange, part i 'u
lad y socialism and its derivatives; and
typograp hy and Ilne printing . In the fir st
category he bui ll :1 I:Il'ge co ll ection o f

works by and about Charles Baudelaire,
while ranging widel y over English lit era
lure from the 181h I the 20lh centuries.
Like many COIlc<..1orS. he bough t. sold and
exchanged as his in terests shifted -:u
one tim e he had :1number of early works
b)1Ezra Pound - bUI Baudelaire ,
Rimbaud and their Canad ian follower
Emile Nell igan remained fixed stars .
together w ith Years and the Engli sh
Romnruic poets: whi le Stanley Morison
was at the centre of his co llect ion of
typography. Hi s coltecuo n of Canadia n
social books. pamphl ers and assocbued
material carne 10 the Fisher In 1977 and
has been much quarried by researchers
ever since. lie was predeceased by hi s
wife Janet, w ho m:tn y remember :15 ;1 fin e
children's li brarian,

Peter If/c:/n rl cb

suuman Drake
We we re saddened to learn of the

death of Stillman Dmkeca niversity o f
To ro nto Renaissan e scholar and :1 leadi ng
auth ority on Galilee , on October 61h, 1993,
A staunch Friend ,II1d supporter of the
Th oma s Fisher Libra ry , Still man had given
to il a ll cxcepnonal Galilee co llection. A
fuller tribute will appear in the next issue
of 11:l lcy(m,



The Beginnings of the
Modern Research Library

.. I will now say. notwi thstandi ng, in
ord r 10 omit no thing which may $(;:I"\'C us
for" guide and beacon in th is qu est, that
the prim e ru le which one ought to Obse.I'VC

is, in [he fir st place. (0 furnish a library
with all the first and prin cipa l auth ors,
both ancient and modern , chosen from the
best editions (collected wor ks 0 1' single
books), 3 10l1g wit h the best and most
learned Interpreters nnd co rn rnenuuors that
are to be round in eve ry field of leaml ng,
not fo rgeutng those that are least commo n
and consequently more lrueresung.;"

This principl e of collection develop 
ment was first enunciated in 1627 by
Gabriel N:1 ud~ in his Aduis /JO II /' Dresser
III lC Btbltotbeqne, a classic treatise of
Ilbrar laushl p add ressed 10 Naudc's first
g reat pat ron. Henri de Mesme. A second
ed ition, "revised, co rrected, and aug
mented" appeared in 1644, by which l ime
he had, by applying his own theories,
made the Blbliot hecn Memmia na famous
throug hout Europe. Both these edit ions o f
the Advis are rare books, but ,I copy o f the
1644 edition has recent ly been acqui red by
the Fisher Library. It was trans lated into
Eng lish In 166 1 by John Evelyn (the
translation is also a rarity) und is most
familiar to English speaking readers in
Archer Taylo r's edi tio n of 1950.

Gabriel laude was born in 1600 and ,
as :1young man und ertoo k the study of
medicin e und er the ph yslcian and
bibl iophi le Rene Moreau. Aft er Moreau
<lied Naudc became libra rian to de Mesme,
then moved to ROIll ~ in 163 1 where he
successively served :IS librarian to Cardi
nals de Bagni and Barbe rin l . bo th o f
whom owned large and impor tant co llec
tions. In 1642 he W: IS r 'called to Paris by
Card inal Rlcheli eu lO m:lllage his library ,
but Richelieu d ied that year and he
became lib rarian 10 Card inal Muzarln

Instead. The ambitions of this great p reble
and po li tician were adm lmbly reflected in
his vision of a comprehensive sch 1:1r1y
library which would be open for use by
scho lars. N:1UdC: W:15 the ideal librarian fo r
his purposes and at once sci about the
crea tion of a co llection prin .ely in Its
scale. He travelled around France an I
visked (he Low Countries, England and
Germany in sca r h of books. His tr ip to
ltul y in 1645, w hich tasted ulmost :1 year,
has been described in the corresponde nce

f his friends. The bookshops of Rome
seem to have been struck by a hur ricane
rather than visited by a Hbrarlau they
reponed , and he would emcl'gc Irorn a
bookshop "co mp letely covered - head,
beard , nnd clo thing - w ith spider-we bs
and the dust of learn ing ". He return ed to
Paris w ith some 14,000 vo lumes whi h
cost ardinn l Maznrln only J2,OOO francs.
By 1648 the popular. and vi olem, politica l
movement known ns the tronde, had
emerged :IS a real threat 10 the po wer of
the Cardi nal. One o f us literary mani festa
tions W:IS :1 series o f hundred s f scu rril
ous an nymo us pamphlets, now called
M :t7..nrtnades, wh ich were energetical ly
co llected by Naude, wi th Mnzarin 's own
money and w ith his approval (rene
hu ndred leaves of libels, m 50 sous'' reads
one entry in Naude's account books) .
Eventually Maznrtn w as fo rced to flee from
Par is and , to the great distress of the
Hbrnrian, his precious library W:l S sold off
..II auctions piecemeal. II' meally, this
action had been ordered by parliament to
r aise money for a reward to be paid to a
would-be assassin o f the Card inal. Mazarin
W,IS no t, however, assassinated and
eventually returned to po wer. He also
re-acqui red most of the books and
manuscri pts and the Bib lto theque
Mnznrln e surv ives 10 thi s day. Naud e,
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Fr a in: Cab,·lel/Vo ll d6. Naudaea nn et
Pattntnna, 2. ed . Amsterdam, 1703 ,

C A.l1 R l l(L :N.A.U Il"E.

(Jlit'I"~f"'tI,.t' ?n 63,..INMt"
"";f.!.,r,,rth.

h wever, was forced 10 seek alter nati ve
employ ment und in 1652 accepted the
position o f libra rian of the cour t o f Queen
Christina o f Sweden. Stockholm <&1 first
seemed very congenial but Naude fell out
w ith Pierre Bourdelet, the Queen's
physician , and, t gerhcr w ith most of t.he
French scho lars in the Swed ish ~ ourt of
t eam ing", left to return 10 France in the
summer of 1653. Unfortunately he only go t
:'IS far us Abbevill e in Plcurdy w here he
succumbed 10 3 fever and d ied on July
29th, 1653.

Gabriel Naude was one o f the grea t
savants of his age. He wro te or edued over
ninety works. He was a l ibe ral humanist
with :I sceptical intell igen e lind one of the
greatest book co llectors of hi s ow n, Or any
other, lime . His precep ts :IS presented in
his Advice on £S/ll fJlIsbl llg II ubrary, have
remained the basts of development for
great research co llec tio ns around the
wo rld :I nd em be re -read w ilh pro fit.

Rlc/)ard Landon
Tbomas n sber Na rc!Book Librar y
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Women Artists and
Botanical Illustration in
the Nineteenth Centu ry

An exhibition featuring ori gin al works
by WOl11en artlsrs w as on displ ay fl'OI11 16
16 Augu st throu gh (a U of T D:1Y, 2
October. The exhibition highlighted water
o lours and paintings from seve r al o f the

Fisher Library 's manuscript co llections,
partlculnrly the Daniel a nd Lois lowe, a nd
Agnes Chamber ll n Collectio ns.

Women were deeply invol ved in the
burgeoning field of h tany in the eight
eenth and nineteenth centuries, The
introduct ion o f ne w species into the
gard us of the aristo ra y, the res ult r
European explcnuion and colonization,
was enthusiastically endorsed by such
promin en t figures as Queen Charlene.
wlfe of George III , who helped 10 esrab
llsh Kew Gardens. Drawing and painting
flowers was :1 fashionable accomplishment
:IS necessary for yo ung ladles :IS dancing
or Sing ing, At rhe lower end of the soc ial
scale, the hnnd-colounn g o f thc mass
produced illustrations popular throughout
the nineteenth century afford ed an
Incom e. albeit meagre, for m:lllYworking
women ,

Th e drawings and paintings on d isplay
we re mainly British , and of the nineteenth
century. The earliest work was a wate r
co lour on vellum o f an orchid dated 29
September 179 1, by Elizabeth Burgoyne
(0 . 17 5-1807 . who W:lS one of the
Eng lish Iollowers o f Geo rge Ehret, the
influent ial German-born botanica l ,l rList
and teacher, who settled in England after
1736. Other than this one factual detail ,
little is known abou t her.

Indeed, very li ttle biographical lnf nnn
non is available on the majorily o f the
wOllle n :l rtists w hose works were fenured .
111is is nOI surprising when we consider
Ih:ll Ill:lny o f Ihe items on lispln y were
created for priva te enjoyment, :Ind nOI
inl ended for Ihe pu bli c don13 in . The finely
dClalled water·<..'O!ours of M:l ry Booth,
niece of ir John Fr::lnklin, arc one such
cxample. These chnl'ming waler·co!ours
are perhap:'i typ ical of the work produ ced
by countless drawing room ~1I·t lsts , II is
inleresli ng to note Ihe Widespread kn o w
ledge, even amo ng :Ull: lt CUfS, o f the
I.innac:Jn S)'SLCm o f plant d :lsslfi cation
which h:1d Ol'st been int rod uced in 1753.
Mary 1)00 111 has idel1 liOed speci men:; with
bOlh their English and 1.:Uh1 bownical

names. and indi cated the or IeI' to
which they belong (rnon ogynia,
pentagyn la, et . j.

The cxhibltlon also inclu ded
the work o f several prominen t
professional WOIl1.:n. am A.
Drake en. 1818-18-19) wa s an earl y
flower ra in ier who may have been
one o f the botanical illustrators
connected w ith Kew Gardens, I Icr
drawings were published in the
Botanical regtster and the
Ira usaa tons of tbe Royal
n ontcntnnn t SOC/CIY of l .DlllIOII ,

Iler near-contemporary AUgUSt:1
Innes Wi thers (fl. 1827-1865),
"Flo wer Painter in Ordinary to Queen
Adel aide", was a wel l-known botanica l
art ist and teacher whosc pai ntings were
frequentl y used by other bo tanists in rhelr
books and p ertod l nls. She W:IS n member
of the ce lery f Arti sts and exhibited her
work at the Royal Academy. Anne Prau
(1806· 1893) an d Lou isa Anne Twa mley
Meredit h 0 8 12- 1895) were k nown .IS botb
ntt lsts and writers, using their drawings to
ill ustrate books w ith botanica l subjects,
intended for I he p pular and juvenile
rna1'1< 'IS,

Botunlca l tllusrrrulon necessuny
invo lves both aesrhetlc and scienti fic
conslderntlc ns. An example of an almost
perfect blt:ncling of these two aspects is
found In [he work of tw o sisters, Charlotte
(d . 1833) and juliann Sabinu (d. 18 9)
Strick land. The Fisher Library owns four
albums of water-colours o f Brit ish w ild
flowers hy these two accomplished
bo tanica l nrtlsts. Each flower is scrupu
100Isty depicted, and is accompanled by a
correspo ndi ng page of text fu lly describ ing
the speci men and remarki ng on its hubl tar,

A very similar endeavour,
but this l ime in ;:1 C anadian

corue xt, is fou nd in the work
of Agnes hambcr lin (1833

19 13), second daughter of
Susanna Moodie , w ho was
raised in Pel ~ l'hol'Ough Coumy
and in Belleville. Al the :Ige of
thirty, eh • began to pairu
water-co lours of w ild fl owers

to illustrate a work on anadian
flora written hy her aunt ,

Catherine Parr Tralll. The
Library is very fortunate to
huve fl largc co llect ion of
her d rawin gs. w hich were

orig inally presented 10 th ~

nlverslty of Toronto 1301:111 Y
Depanrneru in 1934, and trans

ferred here in 1966. On displ ay were
Iouueen of the wmer-colours of

n OWCI'S, as we ll as examp les Irom her
series of d rawtngs of fungI. A number of
examp les from bo th these series are
present ly on loan to a travell ing ex hibition
curnrcd b)' the Agnes Etherington Art

entre in KIngston, entitled Firsl tmp res
stons . Ijwvpl.'tII l vft1ll's of tbe IUlI/(I '(11

IJWOIY 0/ 'anad« .
Although most o f the works on d isplay

were orig inal drnwtngs and painti ngs, it is
Interesttug to consider also the many
pr trued ill ustrations which deri ved from
those works, Gordon Diuuhorn e. In his
huroducrory ankle 10 vo lume two o f the
ClIlalogue of bota n tcal books tn tbe
coueaton 0/RClcbe/McM(Js'e,~ stttter 1"1111
(Plnsburgh, 1% 1) tell s us thai duri ng the
eighteenth ce ntury and the fir~t I'wO
decades of the nin nceruh century ,
upproxlnuuely 30,000 flower prints were
produced, almost :1 11 in co lour. The quali ly
of rhe hund-colour tng of such a vust
number o f ill ustrations varied consider
ably. Occasionally. the original artist was
ccnuntsstcncd to co lour the engravings,
I Ut more oflen an :l rtist wm' employed to
colour :ln exempl':Ir, :lI1d :l small ~l rl11 )' o f
coJour ists were then set 10 work 10
rcprooll :c the original. '111e lack o f
sl:lnd:m.liz:ttio n inherenl in the process o f
hand - 'olouring on ~I 11I :1~ scale wa,:,
demonsll.lled in the exhihilion, I y the
inclusion of the fi rst IWO cd itions of 0 111'

wllt/jlol/'(!!, (1839 :", e1 1843) by Loui s"
An ne TW:llll lc)f Mcred ith . A comparison o f
the same pla tt.' in the two ed itions read il y
reveals d ifferences in both shade :lI1d hue
of 'o lour, and skill of applicui 1'1,

An eX:llnplc o f ~l print ed i ll uslr~lI ion

fro lll Ihe othc r end of th~ publishing
spt: 'l rUIll is provich:d by James l1alem:lll 's
magnil1ccl1t '/11(1O/'clJ/daC(!ae ql Me.\'ico &
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Satl lrday 2 October 1993
U orT D~I Y ! Hel p us celeb rate 'he opening of street-level access to the
Robarts Library

Tuesday 21 Sep te mber 1993
Richard Landon (D irector o f the Th oma s Fisher Rare Book Library)
will speak on "Wil li am Mor ris and Book Design "

'I'hursday 21 Oc tober 1993
David OIW'd y (Montreal poe t, essny lsr and teacher) will speak about
the writi ng and pul Henion of Bedrock, his latest c..o llectio n o f poems

"I1J(! Nalcy on: "I1JUNewsletter of /be
Frien ds oj 71)l! Thomas Fisher Ra I'C! Book
lIbrm y is publi shed twice a year in
rovember and June. / k l /cJ '011publishes

short articles on reccru n rewon hy gi fts
and acq uisitions o f the Fisher Rare Book
Library, rec Ant ex hib it io ns in the Fisher ,
ncuvlues of the Friends and other sho rt
art icles of interest ro the Friend:\. The
June issue no rmally h:IS a review of
don ations given to the Fisher in the
previous year and a re view of the Friends'
events .

111C ed it r ial board o f Il aJcj'oll in ludes
Gayle Garlock, the ed itor, Anne joc z Irorn
the Fisher nnd Vero nica Fisher, Graphic
Arti st o f th e Library.

Mar ch 1994 (date to be confirmed)
Bern ard Rosenthal (arulqua rtan bookselle r from

Berkeley, Californ ia) will describe the
important Europea n booksellers o f

yester-year, based on his ow n family
history

Thursday 4 November 1993
Il<tlph Ehren berg ( hlc f of Geograp hy and Map Di vision , ttbrary o f
Congrcss) will speak on the co llect ing of maps and atlases

Wednesday 26 J anuary 1994
A pan el o f Canadi an "Cri me Writers- (Jack Batten , How ard Engel
and Eric Wr ig ht) will d iscuss the wriling of detective n vels and
their hooks in particular

Friends of Fisher
Events '93 - '94

111is issue was ed ited by Gayle Garlock
w ith the ex tensive help o f Vero nica Fishel',
Graphic Arlis(, and Anne Jon from the
Thomas Fisher Rare 13001, Library. It \V;,lS
desig ned hy Vercnicn Fisher with ph oto
gra phs by Philip Ower. omrncnrs and/or
suggestio ns sho uld be sent to Gayle
Garlock. Director , Maj or Gifts, Develop
ment and Public Affai rs, niverslry o r
Toront o Library, Toronto , O ntario M5S IA5
(4 16-978-7(,55),

Eduor's Note

Au nl! Dondern nan
"I1JOIIUlSPtsber Rare Book Llb,-",)'

C,,'''c mala (London, 1837-J843) . This W;IS

one o f the largest and III I lavish ly
produced o f all the Victoria n flower
books. Several o f the exquis ite li fe-size
d rawings o f orchids ;.IfC the work o f Sara
A. Drake. '111C plates are co loured li tho 
graphs, and the q ualit y is such that there is
very lillie d ifference betwee n the printed
pages and the o rig inal painti ngs. Another
lnteresung example o f hand-col oured
printed Hlusuauons is found in the tw o
vo lumes o f Selec: spoctmens ofBrttlsb
plants (London, '1797- 1809) , with i1IUS!r:;l 

l ions by the Strick land sisters, In the case
of these fWO artists , we we re ab le 10

disp lay both o riginal drawings , and two of
the ten plates which were eventually
published . In the prefa ce 10 the second
volume the editor, trl ckland Fre m:1Il1
comments on the dffftculry o f finding
colour isrs to do justi ce to the o riginals.

Th e ed itor also raises the issue of the
costs assoc iated w uh producing a w ork of
th is k ind . Often these boo ks we re issued
in pa rts , and th ey were frequently pub
l ished on subscrip tio n. TIle subscriptio n
li st for the first edition of Catherine P:IlT
Tra JII's Canadian w/lrl./lo/txm; (Mo ntreal,
1868), w ith Illustrations by Agnes
Chambe rlin, was on d ispla y in the ex hibi
tion, togeth er with the first and fourth
editions o f the bo ok. The work is exce p
tional in that Agnes Chamberlin no t only
drew the original images, but was also
responsible for the li thograph)" und the
hand-colouring o f the primed plates. It
con tains a fascinatin g tntroductlon In
w hich Catherine Parr Tmll l di scusses the
dlfflculry of both fina ncing and prod ucing
the book, and excuses its defects b>'
sayi ng "Any sho rt-comi ngs that may be
not iced by our fri ends, must be excused
o n the score of the work bemg w ho lly
Canad ian in il s executio n."

Th is exhib ition was not in tend ed 10 be
:1 hlstory o f bota n ical tllusrrauon, hut
rather to highli ght some nnracrive and
interesti ng works . most o r w hich had not
previously been ex hibited. We we re glad
to take the opportu nity affo rded by an
unex pected opening in the ex hibit io n
sched ule to d raw attent ion to works from
the Llbmry 's rich manuscript and p rinted
co llec tio ns in the field s of bo tany, and
Victor ian natural hls to ry.
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Better
Tax Credits

In unadu's current economic dol
drum s, the !:lSI tiling we expect from
government is a significant reduction in
taxes. S(,1I1ing in 1993 however. the

ntarlo provlnctal gove rnm ent will
provide a 400% increase tn {be /(.I,Y

efftctencyo f a bequ est to the Fisher
li b rary.

This Impr ved 1:1:< treauneru comes
with the cr arion o f Crown Foundati on fo r
the University of Toronto - and each of
the Ontario universities - w hich w ill
r xelve gm:; fo r the U o f T Librnrles. Gifts
to the Crown arc subject [ 0 different rules
from gifts to a charity , and the impa ct is
greatest on gifls th rou gh one 's estate ,
ommonly known as bequests.

Glfts 10 cbartty lip 10 II maxtmmn 0/
20% cfan nuat tncome C( 1I1 he cla imed for
tax cred it in any yea r, with an y excess

H'A'L'('Y'O'N
Univers ity of Toronto Lib rary
Toro nto, Ontario MSS 1AS

carried forward for lip to Il vc yea rs. Carry
forward is obv iously imprnct ica l for
bequests, so the law allows a one-year
carry-ba k. The maxirmnu girl for which
ta x credu can be fu lly realized is equa l to
20% o f income in the last tw o years o f lire.

Glfts to the Crown can equal 10OO/U o f
annua l income -:1400% Increase over
glfls to charity - lind still cam full tux
cred it. Th is is particularly important for
bequests because, :15 we have seen, the
cred it com only be app lied 10 IWO years'
income.

Some donors have expressed concerns
ab out making their gifl 10 the Cro wn 
whl h is nctuully the Province - but there
is no need to fear the g ift will not r ·;teh ils
intended rcctple ru. The Act (Bill 68, 1992)
is exp lici t in accepting the donor's inten 
lion s:

4 . (4) Afonndmtcn rnay lise
IIIO/ley lI/U / other p roperty tbat Is
recotoea... subject to ~II1Y te-rns
under w hich the mon ey or properly
was given LO the foun da tion ."
knnpbasts addedl

Beyond this guarantee contained in the
1:1\\' , gov ernment I' -dirccrlon o f gift s
would ult imately be sel f-defeating :IS

donors would - quite rightly - abandon
the rown Foundati on rather abruptly
should their d irecttons be ignored.

This legislation has the potentia l to
reduce the I;IX burden on an estate
significantly, whlle mnklng 111 re resources
available to post-secondary educa tion in
O ntario . Brit ish Colum bia, Alberta and
Nova Scotia have similar legislation, nnd
several othe r provinces are consideri ng the
concept,

In a time of shri nking t:IX revenues, rhls
may be seen as a bo ld step by govern 
ment, w hich has decided to forego tax on
gifts made dire tly to the rown Founda
tion,

For more info rmation, contact Alan
Horn e ", 978-76 4 or the Office o f
Planned Gifts & Bequests .Il 978·3846.

Upcom ing
Exhibitions

The exhibition in the Fisher
Library planned for tnstnllatton in
janua ry 1994 is to accompany the
annual conference of the Centre for
Medieval tudtes which will take
place 181h- 19Lh February. The
conference is en titled Tbe c nttum t
stosa!« Of 'be Middle Ages: Cn ns
ttans, MusllllJS(m elj eu«.

This w ill be fo llowed, some time
in April. by ~1l1 exhibition pre pared
hy Alan Home i ll cclcbrruton of the
publicn tlon of his hook on 20th
century Brit ish book il lustration .


