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Source of Acquisition and Processing: The Rev. George Tsukornyk Papers were given to the
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto, by Mr. Eric Gailus. They were part
of a book gift that was originally deposited with the Ukrainian Canadian Research &
Documentation Centre at 620 Spadina Avenue. The UCRDC transferred the books along with
the papers to the University of Toronto Library on 27 April 2010.

Terms of Access: Available for faculty, students, and researchers engaged in scholarly projects.
Location: Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto

Processing information: Processed on 30 April 2010 by Ksenya Kiebuzinski.

Biography

George J. (lurii. la.) Tsukornyk (b. 18 Apr. 1891, Zhuravna, Zhydachiv county-d. 15 May 1968,
Ontario) was a Ukrainian Orthodox priest and teacher, composer and arranger of Ukrainian
music, as well as a director of choirs through Canada. He received his musical education from
the Lviv State Conservatory, and continued his studies in Vienna. With the outbreak of World
War |, he fought on the Austrian front, and from 1919 with the Ukrainian Galician Army.
Taken prisoner, Tsukornyk organized choirs for camps at Dombie and Landshut. He
immigrated to Fort William, Ontario, Canada in 1927, and held his first concert there on 10
May 1927. His ordination to the Orthodox priesthood took place in 1937.

Tsukornyk went on to direct choirs in Edmonton, Alberta (1927-1928, 1937); Daufin, Man.
(1929-1930); Kenora, Ont. (1930-1931); Winnipeg, Man. (1931-1934); Toronto, Ont.
(19351936, 1938, 1950-1954); Sydney, Nova Scotia (1939-1942); Hamilton, Ont. (1942-1944);
Grimsby, Ont. (1943); various cities of Ohio and Wisconsin (1945-1948); Kirkland Lake, Ont.
(1949-1950); St. Catherines, Ont. (1955); Grimsby, Ont. (1956-1960); Scarborough, Ont.
(19601961); Waterford, Ont. (1961-1963); Niagara Falls, Ont. (1963-1964); St. Catherines, Ont.
(1965-1966); Sault Ste Marie, Ont. (1965); and Oshawa, Ont. (1966-1968).

Scope and content
The papers of Rev. George G. Tsukornyk include: selected correspondence; a daily journal he

kept while pastor for St. Mary's Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church in Oshawa; speeches and
concert programs given at several Ukrainian Orthodox parishes for various occasions, such as
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Mother's Day, commemorations of the poet Taras Shevchenko, or the marking of the
anniversary of the declaration of Ukrainian independence; various musical arrangements;
examination questions for students of Ukrainian Sunday schools; and a few photographs.

Finding aid:

Correspondence (with biographical sketch), 1968
Daily journal for St. Mary's Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church (Oshawa), 5 Apr. 1967-3 May

1968

Speeches, 1944, 1964-1966

Concert programs and texts of songs, 1960-1967
Music, 1920-1962

Sunday school examination questions, 1953-1964

Photographs:
Rev. Tsukornyk and Ukrainian "Prosvita" choir (Kenora, ca. 1931)

Rev. Tsukornyk at mass (Toronto, ca. 1961)
Rev. Tsukornyk and Ukrainian church choir (Toronto, 1961)



