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Gift of Sam Solecki 2014 

Includes drafts of ‘A Truffaut Notebook’ forthcoming 2015; correspondence with Karen Mulhallen, 

Michael Ondaatje(restricted), Anne Michaels(restricted),   ; photographs of authors; Josef Skvorecky 

memorial material;  research and other material for ‘Collected Letters of Al Purdy’;  research for essays 

on Michael Ondaatje and Al Purdy; interviews with Michael Ondaatje, Czeslaw Milosz, Josef Skvorecky, 

Joseph Brodsky 

Note:  Anne Michaels correspondence is restricted until after her death 

Note: Michael Ondaatje correspondence is restricted until after his death 

Extent:  15 boxes (2.5 metres) 

 

Box 1 
29 folders 

‘A Truffaut Notebook’ 
2012-2014 drafts 
Author photographs 

  

Folders 1-15 ‘A Truffaut Notebook’ 
Various drafts 2012 

  

Folders 16-18 ‘A Truffaut Notebook’ 
Draft III 
Word processed with holograph revisions 

  

Folder 19 ‘A Truffaut Notebook’ 
Draft 4/5 
July 22, 2014 
Word processed with holograph revisions 

  

Folder 20 Interview with Joseph Brodsky 
Harbourfront , Toronto 
October 1995 
Typescript with holograph revisions 

  

Folder 21 Jack Hodgins 
1 black and white photograph 
Photo by Jim La Bounty 

  

Folder 22 Earle Birney 
1 black and white photograph 
Photo by Plum Studios 

  

Folder 23 Susan Musgrave 
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1 black and white photograph 
Photo by Bruce Littlejohn 

  

Folder 24 Leon Rooke 
1 black and white photograph 

  

Folder 25 Lionel Kearns 
1 black and white photograph 
Photo by Sam Solecki, 1976 [?] 

  

Folder 26 Margaret Atwood 
1 black and white photograph 
Photo by Martha Davis 1977 
4th in series ‘MA opening her eyes’ 

  

Folder 27 Tom Wayman 
1 black and white photograph 

  

Folder 28 Leon Rooke 
1 black and white photograph 

  

Folder 29 2 black and white contact sheets from The 
Canadian Forum Fundraiser, 1982 

  

Box 2 
15 folders 

Research for essays on Ondaatje and Purdy 

  

Folders 1-12 On Ondaatje research 

  

Folders 13-14 Criticism on Purdy 

  

Folder 15 Purdy papers, Queen’s University  

  

Box 3 
10 folders 

Research for Purdy collected letters 

  

Folder 1 Purdy poems for collected letters 

  

Folders 2-7 Purdy miscellaneous prose 

  

Folders 8-10  Research for ‘Last Canadian Poet’ 

  

Boxes 4-8 Letters for Collected Letters of Al Purdy 
(copies) 
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Box 9 
23 folders 

General correspondence, 2013-2014 

  

Folders 1-3 Letters (General) 2013 

  

Folder 4 ‘Dante’s House’ by Rick Greene 
First draft 

  

Folders 5-11 Letters (General) 2013 

  

Folders 12-23 Letters (General) 2014 

  

Box 10 
11 folders 

Karen Mulhallen correspondence 2014 
Josef Skvorecky Memorial and Celebration 
Interview with Josef Skvorecky 

  

Folders 1-8 Karen Mulhallen correspondence 2014 

  

Folder 9 ‘The Last Decade: An Interview with Josef 
Skvorecky’ 1996 

  

Folders 10-11 Josef Skvorecky Memorial and Celebration, Great 
Hall, Hart House 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 – ‘Josef’s 80th 
birthday’ 

  

Box 11 
25 folders 

Correspondence 2012-2014 

  

Folder 1 Michael Lynch, Morley Callaghan, Sam Solecki 
October 1976 
1 black and white photograph 

  

Folders 2-4 ‘Solecki letters 2012’ 

  

Folder 5 Holograph notebook Aix-en-Provence 
September 19, 1985 

  

Folders 6-10 ‘Solecki letters 2012’ 

  

Folder 11 Josef Skvorecky Memorial and Celebration, 
September 27, 2012 

  

Folders 12-13 ‘Solecki letters 2012’ 
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Folder 14 Letters (General) 2013 

  

Folder 15 Letters (General) 2013 
Re: Mavis Gallant journals, Steven Barclay 

  

Folders 16-19 Letters (General) 2013 

  

Folder 20 Letters (General) 2013 re: Mavis Gallant journals 

  

Folders 21-22 Letters (General) 2013 

  

Folder 23 Letters (General) 2013-2014 

  

Folder 24 ‘Editing notes for Purdy’s collected poems, 
Beyond Remembering’ 

  

Folder 25 Al Purdy typed manuscript of ‘Naked With 
Summer in Your Mouth’ 

  

Box 12 
3 audio cassettes 
1 DVD 

Audio interviews:  
 
Czeslaw Milosz  
1980 interview by Sam Solecki for CBC 
‘This has never been published’ 
1 audio cassette 
 
Michael Ondaatje  
June 1984 interview by Sam Solecki for ‘Spider 
Blues’ 1985 
1 audio cassette 
 
Josef Skvorecky  
1989 interview by Sam Solecki for ‘Achievement 
of Josef Skvorecky, University of Toronto Press, 
1995 
1 audio cassette 
 
Joseph Brodsky interviewed by Sam Solecki 
1995 Harbourfront, starts Ch. 7 31 ‘ 57, ends 
106’56 
1 DVD 

  

Box 13 
RESTRICTED UNTIL DEATH 

Anne Michaels correspondence 

  

Box 14 Anne Michaels correspondence 



Ms. Solecki, Sam papers 
Coll. 
711 
 

5 
 

RESTRICTED UNTIL DEATH 

  

Box 15 
RESTRICTED UNTIL DEATH 

Michael Ondaatje correspondence 

  

 


