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Biographical information from the foreword by Daniel Sperber in Hiddushei Ha-rabaz
Singer to Tractate Shabbat: novellae of Rabbi Benjamin Wolf (Zeev) Singer (1855-1930):

“...Rabbi Benjamin Wolf Singer was born in Varpalota (Hungary) in 1855, the son of the
renowned scholar Rabbi Pesach Singer. He was named after his grandfather, the author of
Shaare Torah, who was the son of Rabbi Eleazar Léw, known for his most famous book,
Shemen Rokeach.

Benjamin Singer studied with his father and in various Yeshivot in Austria-Hungary and
Germany before taking up the post of Rabbi of the large congregation in Liptovsky Sv.
Mikulas (Slovakia) in 1887, the same congregation where his greatgrandfather had been a
rabbi over 60 years earlier. He married Margit (Mindel) Moskovits from Sarospatak
(Hungary) the same year and they had 4 sons and 4 daughters. Three of these, Aharon
Josef Shmuel (Josef), Pinchas Selig (Siegfried) and Fanny, perished in the Holocaust.
Rabbi Singer stayed in Mikulas until 1920 and then moved to Bratislava (Pressburg)
where he continued ceaselessly with his studies until his death in 1930. His widow, a
wise and capable lady, survived Theresienstadt and her son’s imprisonment in the
Slansky trial, and died in London in 1963.

Rabbi Singer published Hamadrich, a Talmudic anthology, in collaboration with his
brother, Rabbi Abraham Singer of Varpalota in 1882 and Das Buch der Jubilden (Die
Leptogenesis) in 1898.

The present volume forms part of an extensive collection of manuscripts comprising 31
volumes. These were transcribed by his son, Dr. Ernest (Jeremiah) Singer (1895-1976)
with the help of Rabbi Isaac Fried of New York City. This single [volume] illustrates the
wide interests manifested by Rabbi Singer. His original analytic approach to the study of
the Torah and Talmud, and of Halachic, legal and philosophic matters in general, follows
the revolutionary approach to study methods by his forbears in Shemen Rokeach and
Shaare Torah.

Rabbi Singer also left an extensive collection of Hebraica and Judaica which is one of the
few such libraries from Central Europe to be preserved, thanks to Dr. Ernest Singer. The
Hebraica portion of the library was donated to Bar-Ilan University and the Judaica
portion was given to the University of Toronto Library by Rabbi Singer’s grandsons,
Pesach (Oscar) and Benjamin (William) Singer, who are both physicians in Toronto...”
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Novellae of Rabbi Benjamin Wolf Singer (typescript copy from a manuscript)

Box 1

Sugya (Passage) Masekhet (Tractate) Pages

Ha-yotse be-shayara Pesahim 6a 1-16

Ha-bodek tsarikh she- Pesahim 6b 17-105

yevatel

‘Ibur shanah Sanhedrin 10b 106-150

Birkat sheheheyanu Berakhot 59b 151-194

Birkat sheheheyanu (2™ ed) 194-249

Agudot Yevamot 13b 249-289

Lo yitama Maimonides, MT, Avelut 289-298
2.6

Shihrur ‘eved Berakhot 48b 299-300

Tosefet shabat ve-yom ha- | Yoma 81a 301-307

Kipurim

Tosefet shabat shabat ve- 307-374

yom ha-kipurim (2" ed.)

‘Eruv ve-hotsa’ah Keritot 14a, Yoma 66a, 375-422

Betsah 12a

Serefat kodashim

Pesahim 46a, Betsah 27b

439-500 (488 missing)

She-lo ke-derekh hana’atan

Pesahim 24b, 26a

501-566

Gets ha-yotse mi-tokh ha- 567-615
patish

Reha milta Pesahim 76b 616-644
Zeh va-zeh gorem Nedarim, end of chap 5 656-709
Akhbera be-shikhra (le- Avodah zarah 68b 709-732
Shabbat Hanukah 5661)

Bizui mitzvah (Hanukah Shabbat 22a 798-844
5686)

Mehadrin Shabbat 21b 848-858
Box 2

Kavtah Shabbat 21a 858-916
‘Atse sukah Tosafot Betsah 30b 916-949
‘Atse sukah, Huktsah le- Betsah 30b 949-975

mitsvato
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Huktsah le-mitsvah Shabbat 22a 975-1038

Horesh telem ehad — hiluk Makkot 21, Pesahim 47 1038-1069

melakhot

En hiluk melakhot be-yom | Makkot 21, Pesahim 47 1069-1105

tov

Three responsa 1106-1123

Tseli kedar Pesahim 41a 1123-1138

‘Eruve tavshilin Betsah chapter 2 1138-1190

Davar she-yesh lo matirin Betsah 2b, 4b, 38a 1191-1224

Davar she-yesh lo matirin Betsah 2b, 4b, 38a 1224-1260

(2" ed.)

‘Etsim she-nashru min ha- Betsah 4b 1261-1265

dekel

En mevatlin isur le- Betsah 4b 1265-1337

khathilah; zero’a beshelah

(Shavuot 5646)

Mitsvot en mevatlot zo et Pesahim 115a 1338-1373

Z0

Teshuvah be-‘inyan Mitsvot 1373-1384

en mevatlot zo et zo

Mitsvot lav lehanot nitnu Rosh hashanah 28a, Sukkah | 1384-1407
31b, etc.

Nishba’ le-vatel et ha- Nedarim 16, Shevu’ot 25, 1407-1465

mitsvah 27, Nazir 4a

Sugya de-harhinu Gittin 40b 1466-1545

Sugya de-harhinu (2" ed) | Gittin 40b 1546-1564

Tofes le-va’al hov Bava metsi’a 9b, etc. 1564-1578

Kotevet ha-gasah (Shabat Yoma 79a, etc. 1579-1672

shuvah 5648)

Matsah ba-zeman ha-zeh Pesahim 120 1861-1862

Kavu’a (Shabbat ha-gadol Pesahim 9b, etc 1862-1927

5648)

Heresh Megillah 19b 1928-1935

Nedarim u-nedavot Betsah 12a, etc. 1935-2034

Box 3

Mitsvat ‘aseh sheha-zeman | Kiddushin 29a 2034-2084

gerama (Shabbat Hanukkah

5649)

Kiyemu ve-lo kiyemu Makkot 14b, etc. 2091-2170

Mitsvot tserikhot kavanah
(incomplete)

Pesahim, Rosh hashanah

2201-2265 (missing 2171-

2200)

Davar shebe-minyan tsarikh

Betsah 5a, etc.

2266-2292
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minyan aher le-hatiro

(Shavuot 5649)

Tevilat kelim 2293-2345 (missing 2293-
2300)

Shema ya’avirenu Betsah 18a 2345-2372

Tevilat kelim Betsah 17b 2372-2389

Yom tov shel Rosh Rosh Hashnah 29, 33, etc. 2389-2461

Hashanah she-hal lihyot be-

shabat (Shabbat Shuvah

5669)

Ye’ush u-mitsvah ha-ba’ah | Sukkah 29b, etc. 2462-2580

ba-*averah

Terumah ba-zeman ha-zeh | Yevamot 82, Niddah 46b 2581-2623

Kedushah le-sha’atah u- Megillah 9b 2623-2635

kedushah le-atid lavo
(Hanukkah 5652)

Yehareg ve-al ya’avor
(Shabbat shuvah 5651)

Yoma 82a

2636-2710 (last 10 missing)

Bet ha-keneset — nithalkah | Yoma 11b, Menahot 33a 2711-2733

Yerushalayim lishvatim

Kapandriya Berakhot 62b 2733-2765

Shehatan ba-huts Yoma 62b, Zevahim 113b 2765-2835

Resh masekhet Gitin Gittin 10b 2835-2851

Matsat kuti Gittin 10a, Hullin 3a, 4a 2851-2932

Tolesh haynu gozez Bekhorot 24b, 26b, 34a 2932-2967

(Shavuot 5652)

Isur hal al isur (Shabbat Hullin 100b 2968-3027

shuvah 5652)

Isur hal al isur (another Hullin 100b 3028-3056

version)

Tolesh haynu gozez (2™ ed) | Bekhorot 24b, 26b, 34a 3056-3071

Revutsah Hullin 40a, Avodah zarah 3072-3136
52-54

Box 4

Revutsah (2" ed) (5664) Hullin 40a, Avodah zarah | 3137-3182
52-54

Hatsi shi’ur Yoma 73b, Shevuot 21 3183-3248

Gedi mukulas Pesahim 53, etc. 3248-3294

Ahzuke re’uta—Libun Betsah 34a, 254, etc. 3294-3310

re’afim—Mesukenet

(Shavuot 5652)

Sugya demi-tokh (Shavuot | Betsah 12a 3311-3368

5653)
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Huhzak le-hulin—Kavanah | Hullin 31a, Hagigah 18b 3369-3410

li-shehitah—Sakin she-

naflah

Efer kirah (Shavuot 5655) Betsah 7b 3411-3492

Bal tosif (Shabbat Shuvah Rosh Hashanah 28b, etc. 3493-3535

5656)

Safek tum’ah Sotah 28-29, etc. 3535-3584

Safek tum’ah Tosefta tohorot 6 3585-3594

Din safek de-rabanan Eruvin 364, etc. 3594-3595

Samukh mi’ut le-hazakah Yevamot 119, Kiddushin 3595-98
80, etc.

Heseh ha-da’at—Shetule Pesahim 34a, etc. 3598-3630

terumah

Ikba’ isura (Shabbat shuvah | Keritot 17, 19, 23a, 25a 3631-3708

5656)

Tovat hana’ah mammon Bava kama 61 3708-3751

Sugya Rov (Shabbat Hullin 11 3752-3787

Shuvah 5655)

Rov ‘ame ha-arets me’asrin | Shabbat 23a 3788-3822

(Shabbat Hanukkah 5655)

Kohen she-‘avar Yoma 12b 3823-3860

Ma’alin ba-kodesh Shabbat 21a, 79b 3861-3921

Tum’ah dehuyah be-tsibur | Yoma 6b, 46a, 50a 3922-3964

(Shabbat Hanukah 5657)

Sugya de-mo’ado Pesahim 66, 70b, etc. 3964-4027

Sugya hadash Kiddushin 37b 4027-4030

Bulmus Yoma 83, etc. 4030-4084

Box 5

Terisin (Shavuot 5669) Betsah 11b 4084-4122

Hitiru sofan mishum Shabbat 122b 4122-4130

tehilatan—En binyan be-

khelim—En shevut ba-

mikdash

Bigde kehunah—Lo nitnah | Yoma 6, 68b 4131-4168

torah le-mal’akhe ha-sharet

En safek motsi mide vadai Pesahim 9a 4169-4216

En hosheshin (Shabbat ha- | Pesahim 9 4216-4255

gadol 5654)

Hazakah (Shabbat ha-gadol | Hullin 9a 4255-4299

56600

Shor ha-niskal be-‘esrim u- | Sanhedrin 15a, 16a, 36b, 4300-4332

sheloshah

78a, 79b
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Sha’ah ve-dorot Menahot 19b 4332-4346
Mitsvah ha-ba’ah ba’averah | Tosafot Sukkah 31a 4346-4348
Sugya rov ve-karov Bava batra 23b 4349-4385
Nit’an al ha-shifhah Yevamot 24b 4386-91
Ta’ah bi-devar mitzvah Sukkah 42a, etc. 4391-4500
Sugya derekh rehokah Pesahim 93b 4501-4504
Sugya Ben Tema Pesahim 69b, 59b, etc. 4504-4557
Sugya de-umtsa—keveda Hullin 14a, 15b, etc. 4558-4588
I aved la mehane Temurah 4b, etc. 4588-4653
‘Orlot (Shabbat ha-gadol Yevamot 70-71 4653-4694
5655)
‘Aseh de-hashlamah Pesahim 58a, etc. 4694-4744
Hamets bi-zemano Pesahim 29b, etc. 4745-4779
Min be-mino Tosafot Hullin 99b 4779-4783
Merikah u-shtifah— Avodah zarah 75b, etc. 4783-4811
Hekhsher kelim
Ger katan Ketubbot 11a 4812-4854
En shaliah li-devar ‘averah | Kiddushin 42b, etc. 4854-4886
Shohet be-shabat Hullin 14, 115, etc. 4886-4912
Tseruf ve-davar she-en Yoma 34b, Shabbat 29, 41, | 4913-4974
mitkaven etc.
Gidulin—Gidule terumah Nedarim 57a, etc. 4975-4999
Box 6
‘Ed ehad ne’eman be-isurin | Gittin 54b, etc. 5000-5038
Mayim u-melah Betsah 38 5038-5090
‘Olin-min be-mino Menahot 22, Zevahim 77b, | 5091-5121
etc.
Hatikhah “atsmah na’aset Hullin 96b, etc. 5122-5155
nevelah
Kama kama batel Avodah zarah 73a, etc. 5156-5190
Ne’emanut ve-ne’emanut Yevamot 86a, 87a, etc. 5191-5213
‘a.h.
Kuntres 15.1 Hazakah ‘Eruvin 31b, etc. 15, 1-39
shaliah ‘oseh shelihuto
15.2 2" ed. 15, 40-93
15.3 37 ed. 15, 94-103
Ruba de-talya be-ma’aseh Bekhorot 20a, etc. 15, 104-105
Hezkato baduk Pesahim 4 15, 106-137
Maskir bayit le-havero Pesahim 4a 15, 138-172
Mitsvat ‘aseh sheha-zeman | Kiddushin 35a, etc. 15, 173-179

gerama
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Hamin le-tokh tsonen Shabbat 42a, etc. 15, 180-221
Tata’ah gever Pesahim 75b, etc. 15, 222-279
“‘Irui Zevahim 95b, etc. 15, 280-287
Et she-darko limnot Zevahim 72, etc 16, 1-48
Elu asurin ve-osrin be-khol | Avodah zarah 74a, etc. 16, 49-92
shehu

Yolikh hana’ah le-yam ha- | Avodah zarah 49b, 74a, etc. | 16, 93-96
melah

Davar shebe-minyan Betsah 3b, etc. 16, 97-149
Kol she-darko limnot Yevamot 81b, etc. 16, 150-169
Hatikhah ha-re’uyah le- Hullin 100a, etc. 16, 170-190
hitkabed

Hatikhah be-hatikhot Yevamot 81 16, 191-211
Litra ketsi’ot Avodah zarah 74a, etc. 16, 212-241
Aherot be-aherot Betsah 3b, etc. 16, 242-252
Matbe’a lo batel Me’ilah 21b, Shabbat 47a 16, 253-254
Beriyah lo batel Hullin 100a, etc. 16. 255-265
Kol ha-nisrafin Temurah 34a 16, 266-267
Havtan hotsin Sukkah 9b, etc. 16, 268-280
Safek ‘eruv ‘Eruvin 35a, etc. 16, 281-310
Shomre sefihin—habtah be- | Bava metsi’a 118a, 58a, 2a, | 17, 1-45
hefker etc.

Matanah “al menat le-hahzir | Sukkah 41b, 27b, 43D, etc. 17, 46-74
(Shabbat shuvah 5653)

Terumah ba-zeman ha-zeh | Yevamot 8la 17, 75-93
Shete kupot Yevamot 82a, etc. 17, 94-146
Mefaresh ve-yotse be- Pesahim 6a 17,147-161
shayara

Kikar bi-sheme korah Pesahim 10b, etc. 17, 162-168
Hamets she-naflah ‘alav Pesahim 31b, etc. 17, 169-196
mapolet

Horin (bedikat hamets be- Pesahim 8a 17,197-210
horin u-sedakin)

Niha leh le-inash de-le’avad | Pesahim 4b, 10b, etc. 17, 211-212
mitsvah be-mamoneih

Amirato le-gavoah ki- Kiddushin 28b, etc. 17, 213-214
mesirato le-hedyot

Sela’ zo li-tsedakah ‘Arakhin 6a 17, 215-240
Bererah—ma’amad Gittin 25a, etc. 17, 241-244
sheloshtan

Regalim Hagigah 3a, 4a 17, 245-264
Ha-Re’ayon Hagigah 7a 17, 265-280
Shi’urin Yoma 80a, etc. 18, 1-53
Hamets bi-kezayit Betsah 7b, Yoma79b 18, 54-89
Holekh lishhot et pisho Pesahim 493, etc. 18, 90-137
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Pere lo ba’e sukah—Akhilat | Sukkah 26a-b, 27a, etc. 18, 138-182
ara’i huts la-sukah

Kikar bi-sheme korah Pesahim 10b 183

Korah le-mavoi Eruvin 2a-b, etc. 18, 184-224
Le’ma’alah me’esrim amah | Sukkah 2a, etc. 18, 225-269
Box 7

Halal sukah Tosafot Sukkah 2a, etc. 18, 270-293
Miktsato be-tokh ‘esrim Eruvin 3a 18, 294-308
Dirat keva’ Sukkah 2a, 3a, 6b 18, 309-366
Shulhano be-tokh ha- Sukkah 2b, etc. 18, 367-397
bayit—asah ke-divre bet

Shamai

Sukat he-hag be-hag Sukkah 8b, 3a, etc. 18, 398-410
peturah min ha-mezuzah

Mezuzah be-lishkat Yoma 10a, etc. 18, 411-449
parhedrin

Kezayit dagan lehotsi Berakhot 48a, 49b 18, 450-509
aherim be-virkat ha-mazon

AT “al pi she-yatsa motsi Rosh Hashanah 29a, etc. 19, 1-18

Mi she-eno mehuyav be- Berakhot 48a 19, 19-26
davar eno motsi rabim yede

hovatam

Nashim be-virkat ha-mazon | Berakhot 20b, etc. 19, 27-37
Katan (le-hotsi aherim yede | Megilah 19b, etc. 19, 38-45
hovatan

Tashlumin (li-tefilah) Berakhot 264, etc. 19, 46-51
Teshvu ke-en taduru Sukkah 28D, etc. 19, 52-69
Matsah ba-zeman ha-zeh Pesahim, chap. 10, Rosh 19, 70-72
Matsah kol 7 Pesahim 28b 19, 73-77
Sukah lailah ha-rishon Sukkah 27a, etc. 19, 78-98
hovah

14 se’udot ba-sukah Sukkah 27a, etc. 19, 99-125
Be-‘atseret kule ‘alma Pesahim 68b, etc. 19, 126-142
be’enan lakhem

Mit’aneh u-mashlim— Eruvin 41a-b, etc. 19-143-194
megilat ta’anit

Maksheh Menahot 28a, 88b, etc. 19, 195-209
Meshumad she-hazar bi- Yevamot 47b, Ritba 19, 210
teshuvah i tsarikh tevilah

Petitin Berakhot 39a 20, 1-41
Tormin te’enim ‘“al Terumot 2:5 20, 42-51

gerogerot
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Pat tsenumah Berakhot 39a 20, 52-61
Havitsah Berkahot 37b 20, 62-63
Hasabah ve-zimun le-ferot | Berakhot 42, 39a 20, 64-65
Yotse (besar kodesh huts la- | Pesahim 85a 20, 66-70
mehitsah)

Shete haburot Pesahim 86a, etc. 20,71
Afiyatan bifnim (shete ha- | Pesahim 36a 20, 72-80
lehem ve-lehem ha-panim

Pat “avah Pesahim 37a 20, 81-93

4 mil Pesahim 46a, 94a, etc. 20, 94-116
Betsek ha-heresh Pesahim 46a 20, 117-129
Hekhsher sukah Sukkah 2a-b, etc. 20, 130-163
‘Asarah tefahim Sukkah 4a-b, Shabbat 6a 20, 164-167
Itstaba Sukkah 3-4 20, 168-172
Medalgin be-Navi ve-en Yoma 69b, etc. 21,1-21
medalgin ba-Torah

Devarim shebi-khetav i atah | Gittin 60a, etc. 21, 22-23
rashai le-omran be-*al peh

Berakhah she-enah Berakhot 33a, etc. 21, 24-26
tserikhah

Semikhah be-khol koho Hagigah 2a, etc. 21, 27-37
Sho’alin ve-dorshin be- Pesahim 6a, Megillah 29b 21, 38-40
hilkhot ha-Pesah

En me’abrin ela Adar Sanhedrin 12b, etc. 21, 41-46
En me’abrin ela bi- Sanhedrin 10 21, 47-57
mezumanin

‘Al sheloshah devarim Sanhedrin 11b 21, 58-89
me’abrin et ha-shanah

En me’abrin et ha-shanah Sanhedrin 11b 21, 90-98
ela bi-Yehudah

Mi-Tsiyon tetse Torah Berakhot 63a-b 21, 99-103
‘Ibruha ba-Galil Sanhedrin 11b, 26a, etc. 21, 104-124
Tekufah Sanhedrin 11b, 13a, etc. 21, 125-137
Ve-kidashto Gittin 59b, etc. 22,1-4

3 Hadasim Sukkah 34b 22,5-14
‘Arve nahal Sukkah 33b, 34a 22,15-41
Darkhe no’am Sukkah 32a-b 22, 42-62
Shem livui Sukkah 13a, etc. 22, 63-87
Merarita de-agma Sukkah 13a, Pesahim 39a 22, 88-100
Yerakot le-maror Pesahim 39a, etc. 22,101-153
Shelakot Berakhot 38b, etc. 22, 154-162
Kelah-alin Pesahim 39b 22,163-172
| be’enan ta’am matsah u- Berakhot 38b, Pesahim 39b, | 22, 173-177

maror

41a, 115b
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Matsah ba-zeman ha-zeh— | Pesahim 35b, etc. 22,178-182

matsah shel demai

Kol ha-shofarot kesherin Rosh Hashanah 26a 23, 1-9

Shofar shel RH Rosh Hashanah 26b 23,10-18

En kategor na’aseh sanegor | RH 26a 23,19

Hatsotsrot RH 26b, 27a, Taanit 14a- 23, 20-59
16b

Matri’in Taanit 14a, etc. 23, 60-87

Matri’in mi-yad Taanit 18b 23, 88-112

Shidafon Taanit 19a, 22a-b 23, 113-123

llanot Taannit 18a, 19b 23, 124-130

Matri’in be-shabbat Taanit 14a, 19a, 22b, BK 23, 131-144
80b

Hikhukh Bava Kamma 80b, Taanit 23, 145-152
14a, Bekhorot 41a

‘Esrim ve-arba berakhot de- | Taanit 15a, 16a-b, RH 32a | 23, 153-171

seder ta’aniyot

En onin amen ba-mikdash Taanit 16b, Berakhot 63a, 23,172-176
Sotah 40b

Ta’anit yahid Taanit 13b, 15a-b, 16b, Ber | 23, 177-182
29a

Efer makleh Taanit 15a-b, 16a 23, 183-211

Mathilin min ha-gadol-- Taanit 15b, Berakhot 61a, 23, 212-227

kalkalah Eruvin 18a

En mukdam u-me’uhar ba- | Pesahim 6b, Shekalim 6 :1, | 23, 228-244

torah etc.

Kasher la’avodah Hullin 24a-b, etc. 23, 245-253

Anshe mishmar Taanit 17a, 27b, Sanhedrin | 23, 254-267
22b

Ma’amadot Taanit 26a, 27a-b 23, 268-276

Seder berakhot shel Rosh RH 32a, 34b, Taanit 15a, 17 | 23, 277-298

Hashanah

Seder teki’ot shel Rosh RH 5b, 16a, 33b, etc. 23, 299-332

hashanah

Teki’ot sheba-mikdash Sukkah 53b, etc. 23, 333-345

Box 8

Masekhet Shabbat Scattered comments 24, 1-42

Masekhet Eruvin Scattered comments 244, 1-183

Sugya bide-Demai Yevamot 114b 26, 1-25

Tikun shemot ha-kedoshim | Menahot 29a, 30 26, 26-37

Takanot *agunot Shulhan arukh Even ha-ezer | 26, 38-46

si’ 17
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Dine “Eruvin Hatser u-mavoi, pas lehi ve- | 26, 47-53
korah

Pinui kevarot Sanhedrin 47b, Nazir 64b, 26, 54-63
etc.

Bene Beterah Pesahim 66a 39, 1-14

Shemonah ‘asar davar Shabbat 13b 39, 15-21

Semikhah Hagigah 16a 39, 22-25

Hananiah ben Ahi R. List of sources 39, 26-27

Yehoshua

R. Akiva-bar Kokhva Collection of sources 39, 28-32

Reshimah shel maftehot Unclear what this relates to | 39, 33

(Indices)

List of comments in Not transcribed 39, 34

German

Tsedukim (Sadducees) Collection of sources 39, 35-39

1 copy of Hiddushei Ha-Rabaz Singer to Tractate Shabbat: novellae of Rabbi Benjamin

Wolf (Zeev) Singer (1855-1930). Jerusalem: Imrei Shefer Publications, 1986.
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