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THOMAS FISHER RARE BOOK LIBRARY

Collection of the notes and documents for the collected edition of the letters of Thomas
Hardy, edited by Michael Millgate and Richard Little Purdy, and published as: Hardy,
Thomas. The Collected Letters of Thomas Hardy, edited by R.L. Purdy and Michael
Millgate. Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1978-1988.

It includes letter files, setting copies, proofs, working notes and editorial correspondence,
and is arranged by volume number.

Letter files:  Photocopies of Hardy’s correspondence, collected from libraries and
private collections around the world. These files often include notes by the
editors and draft transcriptions.

Setting copy: Typescripts of individual volumes. Includes holograph notes by the editors
and typesetters.

Proofs: Various stages of page proofs, often with notes by the editors and
typesetters.

Working notes and drafts for other works on Hardgg by Millgate, including:
Thomas Hardy: A Biography, 1982.
The Life and Work of Thomas Hardy, 1985.
Thomas Hardy, Selected Letters, 1990.
Testamentary Acts, 1992.

Extent: 67 boxes and items (10 metres)
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' Boxes 1-6 & Volume 1 (1862-1892).
Items 53-54

Boxes 1-4 Letter files.

Box 1 1862-1881.
Box 2 1882-1887.
Box 3 1888-1890.
Box 4 1891-1892.

Boxes 5-6 Setting copy.

Box 6 Page proofs.
Item 53 Proofs. Working set with Millgate’s corrections.
Item 54 Proofs. Master set.

Boxes 7-13  Volume 2 (1893-1901).
& 55

Boxes 7-11  Letter files.

Box 7 1893-1894.
Box 8 1895-1896.
Box 9 1897-1898.
Box 10 1899-1900.
Box 11 1901.

Boxes 12-13  Setting copy.

Box 55 (flat) Original proofs, with corrections.
Revised proofs, with corrections.
Proof pages (incomplete). Used for checking subsequent volumes.
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' Boxes 14-20
& 56

Boxes 14-18
Box 14

Box 15

Box 16

Box 17

Box 18
Boxes 19-20
Box 56 (flat)
Boxes 21-27
& 55

Boxes 21-25
Box 21

Box 22

Box 23

Box 24

Box 25
Boxes 26-27

Box 55 (flat)

Boxes 28-34
& 57

Boxes 28-32

Box 28

MILLGATE (MICHAEL) PAPERS

Volume 3 (1902-1908).

Letter files.
1902-1903 Sept.
1903 Oct.-1904.
1905-1906 June.
1906 July-1907.
1908.

Setting copy.

Corrected proofs, with annotations.

Volume 4 (1909-1913).

Letter files.
1909.
1910.
1911.
1912.
1913.

Setting copy.

Proofs. Working set with Millgate’s corrections.

Proofs. Master set.

Volume 5 (1914-1919).

Letter files.

1914.
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Box 29
Box 30
Box 31
Box 32
Boxes 33-34

Box 57 (flat)

Boxes 35-43
& 57

Boxes 35-41
Box 35

Box 36

Box 37

Box 38

Box 39

Box 40

Box 41
Boxes 42-43
Box 57 (flat)
Boxes 44-48
& 56

Boxes 44-46

Box 44

MILLGATE (MICHAEL) PAPERS

1915.

1916-1917 April.

1917 May-1918.

1919.

Setting copy.

Proofs. Original proofs with corrections.

Proofs. Revised.

Volume 6 (1920-1925).

Letter files.

1920.

1921.

1922.

1923-1924 Feb.
1924 March-Dec.
1925 Jan.-Sept.
1925 Oct.-Dec.
Setting copy.

Proofs, with corrections.

Volume 7 (1926-1927, addenda, undated letters).

Letter files.

1926-1927 June.
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* Box 45
Box 46 A4 B
Boxes 47-48

Box 56 (flat)

Boxes 49-52
Box 49

Box 50
Box 51

Box 52

Boxes &
items 53-57

Boxes 58-61

Boxes 58-59

Box 60

Box 61 (flat)

MILLGATE (MICHAEL) PAPERS

1927 July-Dec.
Additional letters and undated letters.
Setting copy.

Proofs. 2 copies, with corrections.
Proofs. General index, with corrections.

Notes and correspondence.
Working notes, Michael Millgate.

Working notes, Richard L. Purdy.
Published reviews.

Correspondence, 1976-1992, between Michael Millgate and Oxford
University Press.

Correspondence, 1975-1984, between Richard L. Purdy and Oxford
University Press. 6 folders.

Correspondence, 1975-1980, with Edith Grove. 4 folders.
Correspondence, 1966-1985, between Michael Millgate and Richard L.
Purdy. 12 folders.

Page proofs (see above).

Thomas Hardy: a Biography. New York: Random House, 1982;
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982,

Setting copy with editorial notes and revisions.

Proofs of first setting. 10 folders.

Draft pages with Catherine Carver’s editing. 8 folders.

Copy for index with manuscript revisions. 4 folders.

Front matter. 2 folders. ,
Sample case and dust jacket with TNS from Carol Stiles, Random House,
11 January 1982.

Author’s corrected galleys of second setting. 4 folders.
Author’s corrected page proofs. 3 folders.
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: Boxes 62-64

Box 62

Box 63 (flat)

Box 64

Box 65

Boxes 66-67

Box 66

Box 67

MILLGATE (MICHAEL) PAPERS 6

The Life and Work of Thomas Hardy, edited by Michael Millgate.
London: Macmillan, 1984; Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press,
198S.

Setting copy with notes and revisions. 19 folders.
First proofs. 8 folders.

Editor’s working copy

Final proofs or “blues”.

Thomas Hardy, Selected Letters. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990;
New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Setting copy with notes and revisions.

Testamentary Acts. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1992.

Working drafts of chapters, with annotations by editorial readers. 8
folders.
Setting copy with editorial notes and revisions. 18 folders.

Post-setting copy corrections. 6 folders.

Corrected proofs. 8 folders.

Copy for index. Print-out of original index.

Lectures. Typescript with holograph revisions:

Thomas Hardy and the Problems of the Biographer, 1973.

The Making and Unmaking of Thomas Hardy’s Wessex Edition. 1977.
“Compiled ... by Florence Emily Hardy”: the Authorship of Hardy’s Life.
1978.

Hardy the Professional. 1982.

Ready to Depart: Authorial Last Acts. 1988.
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