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KINGSFORD, William, 1819-1895

The Kingsford papers were given to the University of Toronto in
1961 by Julia Jarvis. They consist of correspondence with James
Bain on Kingsford' s research into the history of Canada and early
Canadian printing. 1887-1895. There is no statement about copy
right.

EXTENT: 1 box

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:

An historian, born in London on December 23, 1819. He was
educated at Nicolas Wanostracht· s school in Camberwell, and in
1836 he enlisted in the 1st Dragoon Guards. He came to Canada
ldth his regiment in 1837 and a year later was offered a com
mission, but preferred to obtain his discharge. He was qualified
as a civil engineer after working in the office of the city
surveyor of Montreal. He was employed successively on the Hudson
Hiver Railway, on the Panama Isthmus Railway, and on the Grand
Trunk Railway. In 1873 he was appointed by the Canadian govern
ment engineer in charge of the harbours of the Great Lakes and
the St. Lawrence; but in 1879 he was summarily dismissed by
Sir Hector Langevin, minister of public works. He reviewed
th!s dismissal in a pamphlet entitled Mr. Kingsford and Sir
Hector Langevin (Toronto, 1882) but he did not succeed in ob
taining redress, and the remainder of his life he devoted to
historical research. He had already published a number of
pamphlets: The histo structure and statistics of ank
roads (Philadelphia, 1852 , The Canadian canals Toronto, 1865).
and A political coin (Toronto, n.d.). At sixty he began
writing a history of Canada. The first essay was Canadian
archaeology (Montreal, 1886), followed by The early biblio
graphY of Ontario (Toronto, 1892). The 1st volume of his
F.istory of Canada appeared in 1887, and the tenth and final
volulne in 1898. He died shortly thereafter in Toronto on
Sept. 28, 1898.

F~ contents see next page •
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Y.ingsford, t!i lli:U7!, 101<J-13C)o
To J~n~s a~in rToro~to,

Otta~~, 1837-1895.
13<.i A.L.S.

Lct.tp.=,:::; dl:::;cuss ;J!"obl":!Ms rais<:?u by :::;~nd

~r's =,csearcn into r:ar.ndi,o.n history :u'.:1 by
the ?ublicntion of his t~n volui~ ~orL, H~s

tory of Cannrln. Lett~rs nlso discus::; bib
liogr~?hicnl qu~stions rnis3d by G~nder's

res~arch into p.arly Canadi~TJ. ;1rintine ~'1.d b~

his ~fforts to_?ub1ish biblioera?hical

(

guides and lists, cuL~nating in his The
early bibliography of Ontario. ~ t. tl3rs
request sender's he~? in verifyine proofs
for his books, in increasing their sale,
and in securing favourable newspaper notice~

Letters deal with sender's loan of books
from Toronto Public Library, wh~re addressee
is Libraria..'1; discuss the 1ibrar.f's ?ur
chas8 of specific items for its C~~diar.a

Collection.

Bryr.ner, Douglas, 1823~1902

To
otta~a, Jan. 8, 1889.

A.L.S. FoldBr 2 p.

Descri~5 !:Wi1liam) Kingsford; advis'3s
addressee on best ~ay of dealing with bi~.

(

Br)7.mer, Dougl~s, 1823-1902
To :John Le ..... is] Hub"'.!["t rbi1son

Otta~a, 1037-1088 •
4 A.L.S.

Letters d~~l ~ith addr~sse~'s gift of
doc~~~nts and books to the ;ratiGn~l ~r

chives.
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M. Steele
R. 'Grover


