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•

•

Collection of lecture notes and miscellaneous material
relating to the philosophy of Sankara, a seventh
century Hindu philosopher. The lectures were
originally contained in approximately fifty bound
volumes, gathered together in a roughly chronological
fashion. There are also loose lecture notes listed
chronologically. Although the lectures were recorded
by stenographers, there are several different type­
faces used and it appears that several different people
were responsible for their recording. The same lecture
sometimes appears with different form and content. The
lectures generally deal with Christian scripture and
classical literature.

The lectures were delivered by Miss B.S.A. de
Branconiere, also identified as 'Guru Sahasrara
satchitananda~ to the student members of the Oriental
Literature Society of California from 1906 to 1910.
Miss de Branconiere is described as "an accredited
Messenger from the Sankaracharya School of Philosophy,
France" and she was also an honorary member of the
Sankaracharya Association of Calcutta, India.

The collection also contains an Esoteric
Dictionary which was compiled by Mary Elizabeth Gilmore
in the mid- 1950s. The Dictionary contains definitions
of philosophical and literary terms drawn from the
lectures. Miss Gilmore also wrote several work books
based on these lectures. It appears that Miss Gilmore
gathered and arranged the lectures in their present
form sometime in the mid-1930s .
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Index of boxes:

•

Boxes 1-11

Boxes 12-14

Box 15

Boxes 16-20

Box 20

Lecture notes from bound volumes.

Loose lectures, listed chronologically.

Miscellaneous notes and pUblications.

Esoteric Dictionary.

Workbooks prepared by Mary Elizabeth Gilmore.
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The lectures were originally bound in cloth boards. Every
attempt has been made to preserve the order that the
lectures were in, even though this does not conform to the
volume index in Folder 1. The volume numbers found here are
approximations based on the content of each volume and the
volume index provided by the donor. Hence, a single volume
may be labeled as a mUltiple set (eg. 25-29).

In the 'Notes' section, an asterisk (*) indicates that a
different version of the same lecture appears in another
volume. A degree sign (0) indicates that the same version
of the lecture appears in another volume. Any lecture date
which is listed twice in the same volume, unless labeled 'a'
(afternoon) or 'e' (evening) is a different version of the
same lecture. Lectures which are simply repeated will have
'2 copies' appear in the 'Notes' section.

Box and Vol.
Folder #

1906 Jul 11 4
11a 4
15a 9
15e 8
18 7
22a 4
22e 6
29a 3
2ge 4

Aug 1 5
5a 5
5e 4
8e 3
12a 5
12e 2
15 4
17 6
19a 3
1ge 7
22 15
26 17
29 12

•

•

Box 1
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

1

4

SUbject

Indices
st. John I

Exodus I

Date of
lecture

1908 Aug 25
1906 Aug 28

Sept 4
10

Pages

6
7
5
3

Notes

4B*
4B*
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 1 (cont)
18 7 4B*
25 7 4B*

8 Oct 4 11 4B*
10 9 4B*
14 15 4B*

9 2 15 4Bo 4Co
7 10 4Bo 4Co
14 14 4Bo 4Co
28 12 4Bo 4Co

10 Nov 4 11 4Bo
11 6 4Bo
18 4

Dec 9 13 4Bo
11 12 17

16 17 4Bo

12 4B Exodus I 1906 Sept 4 4 4*

• 10 2 4*
18 5 4*
25 5 4*

Oct 2 15 4° 4Co
13 4 8 4*

7 10 4° 4Co
10 6 4*
14a 14
14 14 4° 4Co

14 28 12 4° 4Co
Nov 4 11 4°

11 6 4°
Dec 9 13 4° 4Co

15 16 17 4° 4Co

4C Exodus I 1906 Oct 2 13 4° 4Bo
Incomplete

7 10 4° 4Bo
Incomplete

16 14 14 4 ° 4Bo
2 copies

28 12 4° 4Bo
Dec 9 13 4° 4Bo

17 16 17 4° 4Bo
1908 Oct 20 22

• Box 2
1 5 Exodus II 1907 Feb 10 18 5B-6*

17 22 5B-6*
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 2 (cont)
26 16 5B-6*

2 Mar 5 15 5B-6*
19 17 5B-6*
26 25 5B-6*

3 Apr 2 21 5B-6*
9 17 5B-6*
16 10 5B-6*
23 15 5B-6*

4 30 17 5B-6*
May 10 11 5B-6*

14 7 5B-6*
21 20
28 18

5 5B-6 Exodus II 1907 Feb 10 15 5*
17 18 5*
26 16 5*

• Mar 5 15 5*
6 19 10 5*

26 17 5*
Apr 2 13 5*

9 12 5*
16 6 5*
23 10 5*
23 10 5*

7 30 20 5*
Exodus III May 10 12 5*

14 20 5*
June 18 22 7*
Sept 3 24 7*

8 Oct 10 28 7* 8*
Dec 10 23 7* 8*
Sept 17 22 7* 8*

9 7 Exodus IV no date 6 -Summaries
no date 7 of previous
no date 5 work

1907 June 4 15
11 19
18 20 5-6*

10 25 20
Aug 20 27

•
11 Sept 3 28 5-6*

17 27 5-6* 8°
12 Oct 10 35 5-6* 8°

Dec 10 29 5-6* 8°
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 3
1 8 Exodus V 1908 May 26 29

28 28
2 Jun 2 34

4 30
3 9 26

Sept 17 27 5B-6* 7°
4 Oct 10 35 5B-6* 7°

Dec 10 29 5B-6* 7°
5 virtue I no date 12 G.E. Burnell

viotional Empire no date 2 G.E. Burnell
virtue II no date 7 G.E. Burnell
A lecture no date 9 G.E. Burnell
Prescient Exultancy no date 13 G.E. Burnell
Axioms of Reason no date 6 E. Speyer

6 10 Genesis I 1906 Nov 21 11
27 8

• Dec 6 12
13 5
13 4
27 15

7 29 13
1907 Jan 31 11

Feb 7 6 -Incomplete
7 19

8 12 1 -Incomplete
12 11
21 12
21 15
28 15 -Incomplete

9 11 Genesis II 1907 Mar 7 10
7 12
14 11
21 15

10 28 16
Apr 4 22

11 4
18 7
18 5

11 May 2 13
9 23

•
16 15
16 11

12 23 22 -2 copies
Jun 3 13
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 4
1 13 Psalms 1907 Jan 17 13

22 11
23 11
24 13
29a 16

2 2ge 14
Feb 6 6

11 11
19 10

3 25 8
Mar 4 9

11 10
18 9

Apr 1 13
4 8 10

David 1908 Mar 1 5
8 4

• 15 4
22 7
29 5

Apr 5 3
12 5

5 13B Psalms no date 10 Forward
1907 Jan 17 11 13*

22 10 13*
- 2 copies

21 10 13*
24 11 13*
29a 13 13*

6 2ge 12 13*
Feb 6 4 13*

6 4 13*
11 8 13*
11 9 13*
19 8 13*

7 Mar 11 9 13*
18 7 13*
11 8 13*

Apr 1 11 13*
Apr 12 10 -Incomplete
Mar 18 6 13*

•
8 Apr 1 10 13*

8 8 13*
no date 20 -Notes on

psalms
9 Feb 19 9 13*
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 4 (cant)
25 7 13*
25 6 13*

Mar 4 8
10 virtue no date 5 -Introduction

Feb 5 14 14*
3 29 14°

no date 2
11 no date 30 -Listed

as 55th
edition of
Orner Khayrn

12 14 virtue I 1906 Dec 12 17
1907 Feb 3 29

13 5 23
10 27

14 13 14

• 17 14
20 24

15 24 16
27 31

Box 5
1 15-16 virtue II 1907 Mar 3 16

6 16
10 16
13 10
17 16

2 20 15
24 20
27 15
31 9

3 virtue III Apr 7 15
10 14
14 18
17 12
21 12
24 14
28 13

4 17-18 virtue IV 1907 May 1 18
8 16

• 12 15
5 15 16

22 15
26 17

6 29 22
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 5 (cant)
June 2 26

7 5 19
9 24
9 19

8 virtue V 12 15
(Volitive latency) 16 20

9 Sept 15 18 18-19*
18 17 18-19*
22 22 18-19*

Oct 2 16

10 18-19 virtue V 1907 Aug 18 6
(Volitive latency) 25 9

Sept 4 10
8 22

virtue VI 11 5
11 (Volitive latency) 15 7 17-18*

• 18 19 17-18*
22 11 17-18*

Oct 2 3
12 9 6

20 7
22 10
29 9

13 Able device Dec 11a 2
11e 9 21*
12 2
17 4
18 5 21*

14 20 1908 Jan 5 5
7 12 -Out of

order
RUbaiyat I & II 1907 Aug 25 6

Sept 8 7
15 13 10 -Starts on

page 7.
Oct 13a 6
Dec 8 8

22 6

16 21 Able device 1907 Dec 11e 22 19*

• 18 15 19*
19 17
22 15

17 1908 Jan 2 15
2 18
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 5 (cont)
5 21

Box 6
1 22 Parables 1908 Apr 2 16

9 23
16 24

2 23 16
May 7 23

Plagues 14 15
21 31 -Incomplete.

Only 9
pages

3 28 20
June 4 24 -Starts at

page 16
July 2 24

9 32

• 4 23 Ezekiel 1908 JUly 10 17
12 33 -Coalation

of two
different
notes

5 17 16
19 23
24 18

6 27 21
31 24

7 25-29 Meditation 1908 Jan 13 14
14 16
15 16
16 13
22 11
23 13

8 Feb 5 13 26°
11 5 26*
12e 3 26*
17 9 26*
18 17 26*

9 Mar 2 2 Point form
3 1 notes with

• 4 1 heavy MS
5 2 annotations.
9 2 27*
3 15 27*
5 8 27*
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 6 (cont)
9 10 27*

10 10 2
11 2
12 2 Point form
16 1 notes with
18 1 heavy MS
17 2 annotations
18 2 27*
24 2
30 1
10 10 27*
17 13 27*
18 11 27*
19 9 27*

11 23 5 27*
24 10 27*

Apr 1 7 28-29°

• 7 14 28-29*
8 10 28-29°

12 14 11 28-29°
23 4
28 2
30 2

May 4 17 28-29*
12 16 28-29°
18 18

13 26 Meditation 1908 Feb 2 21
3 16
4 12

14 5 13 25-29°
6 8
10 10
11 10 25-29*

15 12e 9 25-29*
17 16 25-29*
18 16 25-29*

16 19 12
24 11
25 13

17 26 18
27 5

•
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Box 7
1 27 Meditation 1908 Mar 2 3 25-29*

3 15 25-29*
4 11 25-29*
5 11 25-29*

2 9 12 25-29*
10 10- 25-29*
11 13 25-29*
12 9 25-29*

3 16 12 25-29*
17 15 25-29*
18 10 25-29*
19 10 25-29*

4 23 13 25-29*
24 13 25-29*
30 10 25-29*
31 12 25-29*

• 28-29 Meditation 1908 Apr 1 7 25-29°
7 12 25-29*
8 10 25-29°
13 11

5 14 11 25-29°
15 11
20 15
21 12

6 22 12
27 16
28 11 25-29*
29 15

7 May 4 17 25-29*
5 13
11 14
12 16 25-29°

8 13 15
19 18
20 15

9 25 18
26 14
27 9

June 1 12
10 2 9

8 12

• JUly 6 15
11 7 19

8 15

12 30 Pre-Meditation 1908 JUly 24 6
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 7 (cant)
27 5
28 7
31 5
31a 5

13 Aug 1 11
3 13
4 9
10 5

14 33 General '08 1908 Sept 1 21
2 13 Incomplete
4 33 Incomplete

15 6a 4 Subject
matter index

2 16 Dates for
3 13? this mater-
6e 3? ial do not

• 6e 32? make sense.
16 1907 Sept 19 20

1908 Sept 4 22 -Incomplete
6a 22

Box 8
1 34 General '08 1908 Oct 1 19 34-35*

15 20 34-25*
Nov 12 16 36*

2 19 15 37*
23 27 37°

3 Dec 15a 20
17a 21
22a 19

4 34-35 General '08 1908 Oct 1 37 34*
13 14

5 13 14 Incomplete
15 21 34*
21 19

6 22 21
26 19

7 28 18
29 20

•
8 36 General '08 1908 Nov 2 27

3 25
9 4 17

5 20
lOa 18
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 8 (cont)
10 10e 19

11a 19
12 25 34*

11 37 General '08 1908 Nov 16 12
17a 17
17e 11

12 18 18
18 14
19 18 34*

13 23 22 34*
23 27 34°

14 24 22
24 17
25 9

Box 9

• 1 38 General '08 1908 Dec 7 18
8 7 Incomplete
lOa 12 2 copies

2 10e 7
14 13
15a 26

3 15e 22
17a 26

4 17e 18
19 19
22a 18

5 39 General '09 1909 Jan 7 16 The entire
volume is
heavily
annotated.

8 7 Outline only
8 17

6 11 20
12 16

7 40 General '09 1909 Jan 26a 22
28a 11
28a 15 Incomplete

8 46 General '10 1910 Aug 22e 36

• 9 23e 38
10 24e 35
11 25e 18

26e 10
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Box and Vol. Subject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 9 (cont)
12 28e 32
13 28e 1 Test

31e 12

14 47 General '10 1910 Sept 1a 38
15 6a 1 Test

6a 35
16 8a 22

11e 25
17 11a 48

18 47B General '10 1910 Sept 1e 20
2e 32

19 5e 26
6e 19

20 7e 17

• 8e 14

Box 10
1 48 General '10 1910 Sept 12e 28 48-49°

13a 31
2 14e 25 48-40*

15a 31
3 15e 17 48-49°

19 21
4 20a 32

20e 29 48-49°

5 48-49 General '10 1910 Sept 12e 28 48°
14e 17 48*

6 15e 17 48°
20e 29 48°

7 22e 25
26e 17

8 27e 13
28e 16

9 2ge 20
30e 18

10 50 General '10 1910 Oct 2e 29
11 3e 19

4a 15• 12 4e 25
5e 16

13 6a 24
6e 19
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 10 (cant)
14 1ge 13

20e 26

15 51 General '10 1910 Oct 21e 28
23e 10

16 24e 21
25e 22

17 26e 8
27a 40

18 27e 23
30e 8
31e 8

Box 11
1 52 General '10 1910 Nov la 21

2e 22
2 2e 9

• 3e 23
3 4a 27

4e 18
5 2 Incomplete
7e 14

4 53 General '10 1910 Nov 9a 49
5 10e 18
6 lla 42
7 14e 6

15e 16 Incomplete
8 16e 23

17e 15

9 55 Classics 1908
Merchant of Venice Mar 1 29
Hercules Apr 26 14 55B*

10 26 14 55B*
Aristaeus May 17 21 55B*
Nemesis 24 18 55B*

11 24 30 55B*
Incomplete

Sept 1 21

12 55B Classics no date 2 'If' by R.
Kipling• 1908 Apr 26 16 55*

May 17 31 55*
Incomplete

13 24 30 55*
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Box and Vol. SUbject Date of Pages Notes
Folder # lecture

Box 11 (cont)
31 17

Golden Fleece June 7 15 Incomplete
14 July 5 37 Incomplete

Medusa 12 17
15 Sinbad 1910 Sept 23 23

25 12
no date 1 Invocation

16 57 Classics 1908
Sikhidwaja Oct 20 33

17 Tittibhas Nov 29 29
18 Karkati Dec 13 29

1907 June 3 1 Incomplete

•

•



• MS
COLL.
301

GILMORE (MARY ELIZABETH) PAPERS

2£ Annex

18

This list of lectures is an addenda to those listed by
volume. Identical copies of the same lecture have been
listed together and are indicated in the 'Notes' section.
Different copies of the same lecture are listed separately.
There has been no effort to collate this list with the
Volume Index or Chronological Index in Box 1, Folder 1.

•

•

Box
12

Date

1906 Aug 28

Sept 4
10
18
25

Nov 27

Dec 6
27

1907 Jan 17
23
24
29a
2ge

Feb 10
13

June 3
6
13
20
27

Aug 23

Sept 5
19

1908 Mar 25
Apr 21

May 18

Subject

Exodus

Exodus
Exodus
Exodus
Exodus

Genesis

Genesis
Genesis

Psalms
Psalms
Psalms
Psalms
Psalms

Virtue
Virtue

Genesis
Genesis
Genesis
Genesis
Genesis

Genesis

Genesis
Genesis

Psalms
Meditation

Pages

5

4
2
5
5

5

6
5

11
8
10
10
10

27
14

23
17
29
32
19

32

25
23

10
14

Notes

Private lesson

Private lesson
Private lesson
Private lesson
Private lesson

Point form notes of
several lectures
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Date SUbject Pages Notes

Box
12
(cont)

Oct 21 General 26

Nov 2 General 27
3 General 24
3 General 31
4 General 16
5 General 19
10 General 19
11 General 17
12a General 25
12a General 13 Incomplete
12e General 19
16 General 16
17a General 22
17e General 11 2 copies

• 18 General 14
24a General 16 Hand written.
25 General 9

Dec 8 General 7
10 General 12
14 General 13 2 copies
15 General 22 2 copies
17a General 5 Incomplete
17a General 26
17e General 18 2 copies

Box
13

Date SUbject Pages Notes

1909 Jan 14a General 16
21 General 12
25 General 18 2 copies

Feb 1 General 13 3 copies
9 General 13
10 General 21
15 General 16• 16a General 16
17 General 26
18 General 13
23 General 14
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Date sUbject Pages Notes

Box
13
(cont)

25 General 15 1!z copies
26 General 17
28 General 20

Mar 2 General 16
3 General 12 2 copies
4 General 20 2 copies
5 General 15
8 General 12 2 copies

1910 Aug 23e General 38
24 General 35
28 General 34 Includes 2 pages

of test questions

Sept la General 38

• Ie General 20
2 General 20
4 Classics 16
5e General 18
6a General 35
6e General 19
7e General 11
8a General 24
8e General 14
lla General 27
13a General 31
1ge General 21

Box
14

Date SUbject Pages Notes

Sept 20a General 32
22a General 27
27a General 16
27a General 27 2 copies
29a General 11
30e General 18

• Oct 4a General 15
4e General 25
6a General 24
10 General 29
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Date SUbject Pages Notes

Box
14
(cant)

1ge General 13
21e General 28
24e General 21
27 General 40

Nov 1a General 5
1a General 21
1e General 13
4a General 27
4a General 17
4e General 11
9a General 30
ge General 19
11a General 24
11a General 39
16e General 16

•

•
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Box Miscellaneous notes and pUblications.
15

Folders

1-2 [Lectures on Vachispatimis'ra]. California
[Privately produced, 1909?].

Notes to lectures delivered by B.S.A. de
Branconiere between January and March 1909. One
hundred and one (101) pages with index
(incomplete).

•
3-5 The Body. [California: Privately produced, 19--].

A collection of loose leaf notes from the Esoteric
Dictionary (below). The title appears in MS on
the first page .

•

6-8

9

10-11

12-14

[Death]. California: [Privately produced, 19--].

A collection of loose leaf notes from the Esoteric
Dictionary (below) and lecture notes primarily
concerned with death.

[Virtue]. California: {Privately produced, 19--].

A collection of loose leaf notes from the Esoteric
Dictionary (below) and lecture notes primarily
concerned with virtue.

[Stockton notes. compiled by Mary Elizabeth
Gilmore. California: Privately produced, 195-].

Excerpts of lecture notes taken in stockton,
California between 1906 and 1910.

Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus. The divine
PYmander [English], translated by Doctor Everard .
[n.p., n.d.]

A typescript of the first seven books of Doctor
Everard's 1650 translation of The Divine Pymander
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on loose leaf
annotated and
translation.
w.w. Gilmore"

sheets. The text is heavily
is in preparation for an updated
A card which reads: "Return to Mrs.
is inserted in the front cover.

•

•

15-20

21

22

23

Boxes
16-20

Studies in the Bhagavad Gita, by The Dreamer.
London: Theosophical Publishing Society, 1902­
1904.

Typescript copy with some holograph annotations.

[Ephemera. s.l.: s.n., n.d.]

Two sheets of stationary from the Club Antique of
Chicago. Miss B.S.A. de Branconieere is
identified as an 'Honorary Member of the
Sankaracharya Association of Calcutta, India.' A
MS note on one sheet identifies Miss de
Branconiere as 'the lecture guru'. Also included
is a photograph of Miss de Branconiere and several
pamphlets.

Miscellaneaous notes and lectures.

On Pain, by The Dreamer. Holograph notes.

[Oriental Literature Society of California].
Dicione or An esoteric dictionary. [based on the
lectures of B.S.A. de Branconiere] compiled by
Mary Elizabeth Gilmore. Berkeley, CA : [Privately
produced, 195-]. The dictionary is in three
parts.

Part 1: A single volume of definitions of terms
used in the lectures. The title 'Dicione'
appeared on the inside cover on a colour book
plate of a medieval knight behind a modern city
sky line (following folder 8).

Part 2: A single volume of terms with references
to their use in the lectures by date and page
number. The entire volume is heavily annotated
and contains approximately thirty (30) pages of MS
additions at the end. A loose sheet bears· the
title 'An esoteric dictionary.'
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Part 3: Twelve volumes (now disbound) of detailed
definitions of terms drawn from the lectures.
Definitions are cross listed with the lectures by
date and page number.

24

Box
16

Folders

1-8

9-17

18

19-23

• 24-25

Box
17

Folders

1-6

7-9

10-13

14-15

16-21

Box
18

Folders• 1-2

3-6

Esoteric Dictionary

Part 1 of Esoteric Dictionary

Part 2 of Esoteric Dictionary

Approximately thirty (30) loose leaves from the
dictionary.

"A" of part 3 of the Esoteric Dictionary. (The
following items are all parts of the Esoteric
Dictionary) .

B

Esoteric Dictionary (cont)

C

D

E

F

G

Esoteric Dictionary (cont)

H

I
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25

7-8

9-11

12-15

16-20

Box
19

Folders

1-4

5

6-9

• 10-11

12-19

Box
20

Folders

1-2

3

4-5

6-8

9-16

•

J

K

L

M (not in order)

Esoteric Dictionary (cont)

N

a

P/Q

R

S

Esoteric Dictionary (cont) and Workbooks.

T

u

v

W

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students. Berkeley, CA : [Privately produced],
1954.

This volume is divided into five sections: The
Lord's Prayer; The Sermon on the Mount; The Ten
Commandments; The Seven Thunders; Revelation .

Several of these work books contain prefaces which
indicate that they were compiled using the·
dictionary listed above as a primary source.
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23

24-25

26
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Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students. Berkeley, CA : [Privately produced],
1954.

This volume is divided into four sections
corresponding to the first four sections of the
item above.

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book on Omar: the
RUbaiyat of Omar Khayyam. Berkeley, CA :
[Privately produced], 1954.

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students: the Ezekiel. Berkeley: [Privately
produced], 1957.

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students: the books of Psalms. Berkeley, CA :
[Privately produced, n.d.]

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students: the Exodus. Berkeley, CA : [Privately
produced, n.d.]

Gilmore, Mary Elizabeth. A work book for Bible
students: the Genesis. Berkeley, CA : [privately
produced, n.d.]

26


