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MS                     FORBES (James) Papers 

Coll. 00048 

 

Dates of creation: 

1640-1770 

 

Extent: 

4 boxes, 7 volumes (0.8 metres) 

 

Biographical note:  

James Forbes was a nonconformist minister in Gloucester between 1654 and 1712. A Scot by 

birth, Forbes took his M.A. at Aberdeen before proceeding to Oxford where in 1654 he was 

called to be lecturer and weekly preacher in Gloucester Cathedral. At the Restoration of the 

Stuarts in 1660, he was turned out of his position. His refusal to conform led to his imprisonment. 

Upon release from jail the second time, he left for London where he survived both the plague of 

1665 and the Great Fire of the following year. Returning to Gloucester in 1672, he continued to 

suffer harassment, fines, as well as threats of excommunication and death. He died in 1712. 

 

Scope and content: 

The collection includes miscelleaneous letters, notes and abstracts from sermons, recipes, and 

notes on religious subjects, as well as bound volumes on a variety of religious topics. 

 

Notes:  

The following abbreviations are regarding the types of correspondence found in box 4: 

ALS: autograph letter signed 

ANS: autograph note signed 

 

 

BOX/FOLDER 

#: 

CONTENTS: 

  
 Box 1: New Testament Notes  

  
Folder 1 Matthew 1.21 (#9-12) 

 

Folder 2  Matthew 7.13.24 

 

Folder 3 Matthew 16.26 (#16) 

 

Folder 4 Matthew 18.20 

 

Folder 5 Matthew 25.5 (#28) 

 

Folder 6 Matthew 25.6.7 

 

Folder 7 Luke 14.16 
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Folder 8 Luke 19.10 (#17, 21 & 25) 

 

Folder 9 Luke 19.41.42 (#1, 2, 6) 

 

Folder 10 John 7.37 (#13, 34) 

 

Folder 11 John 16.2 (#24-26) 

 

Folder 12  John 20.28 (#31, 45, 46, 59, 61, 62, 75) 

 

Folder 13 Act 1.14 (#9) 

 

Folder 14 Act 2.42 with 1. John 3.24 (#14) 

 

Folder 15 Act 2.42 with 1. John 3.23-end (#15) 

 

Folder 16 Act 2.42 with Rom. 12.13 (#16) 

 

Folder 17 Act 9.31 (#12-14) 

 

Folder 18 Rom 12.1 

 

Folder 19 1. Corinthians 11.28 (#12 + ?) 

 

Folder 20 1. Corinthians 15.58 

 

Folder 21 2. Corinthians 5.7 (#3, 9, 11, 14,24) 

 

Folder 22 2. Corinthians 5.14 

 

Folder 23 Ephesians 2.8 (#1-15) 

 

Folder 24 Ephesians 2.8 (#16-16) 

                                18 

Folder 25 Ephesians 2.8 (#17-27) 

 

Folder 26 Ephesians 2.8 (#28-38) 

 

Folder 27 Ephesians 2.8 (#39-49) 

 

Folder 28 Ephesians 2.8 (#50-60) 

 

Folder 29 Ephesians 2.8 (#61-61; 62, -62) 
                                              3       1    11 
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Folder 30 Ephesians 2.8 (#63-73) 

 

Folder 31 Ephesians 2.8 (#75-82) 

 

  

  
 Box 2: New Testament  

  
Folder 1 Philippians 1.23 

 

Folder 2 Exposition in Philippians; chap. 1 (#1-2) 

 

Folder 3 Philippians 1.2 (#3-5) 

 

Folder 4 Philippians 1.3.4.5 (#6-8), 1.4 (#9) 

 

Folder 5 Philippians 1.5 (#10-15) 

 

Folder 6 Philippians 1.6 (#16-26) 

 

Folder 7 Philippians 1.7 (#27-31) 

 

Folder 8 Philippians 1.8 (#32-35) 

 

Folder 9 Philippians 1.9.10 (#36) 

 

Folder 10 Philippians 1.9 (#27-42) 

 

Folder 11 Philippians 1.9 (#43-50) 

 

Folder 12 Philippians 1.10 (#51-59) 

 

Folder 13 Philippians 1.9.10.11 

 

Folder 14 Philippians 2.12 (#1-7) 

 

Folder 15 Philippians 2.12 (#8-15) 

 

Folder 16 1. Timothy 1.8 

 

Folder 17 1. Timothy 6.19 (#11 and 12) 

 

Folder 18 2. Timothy 3.5 (#66, 26, 3) 

 

Folder 19 Hebrew 13.9  
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Folder 20 Revelation 2.23 (#1-11) 

 

Folder 21 Revelation 3.20 

 

Folder 22 Revelation 3.20 (#1-11) 

 

Folder 23 Revelation 2.23 (#11-24) 

 

Folder 24 Revelation 3.20 (#12-22) 

 

Folder 25 Revelation 18. 1.2.3  

 

Folder 26 Revelation 22.20 (#2, 6, 7, 9, 10) 

 

Folder 27 Revelation 2.23 (#10-18) 

 

Folder 28 Revelation 2.23 (#1-9) 

 

  

  
 Box 3: Old Testament  

  

Folder 1 Exodus 3.1.2 (#2) 

 

Folder 2 Exodus 2.23.24 

 

Folder 3 Exodus 2.23 

 

Folder 4 Exodus 15.6 (#2) 

 

Folder 5 Exodus 20.24 (#57) 

 

Folder 6 Psalm 26.9 

 

Folder 7  Psalm 27.13 

 

Folder 8 Psalm 30.23 

 

Folder 9  Psalm 31.5 (#1-10) 

 

Folder 10 Psalm 34.4 

 

Folder 11 Psalm 37.4  
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Folder 12 Psalm 39.7 (#1-4) 

 

Folder 13 Psalm 39.7 (#5-9) 

 

Folder 14 Psalm 39.7 (#1-8) 

 

Folder 15 Psalm 73.1 with Revelation [chaps.] 7.8.9.10.11 to [15?] 

 

Folder 16 Psalm 73.28 

 

Folder 17 Psalm 116.1.2 (#2) 

Psalm 116.1 (#15) 

 

Folder 18 Psalm 116.7 

 

Folder 19  Psalm 116.16 (#1-3) 

 

Folder 20 Psalm 119 (#3) 

 

Folder 21 Psalm 119.9 (#29.1) 

 

Folder 22 Psalm 119.11 (#2) 

 

Folder 23 Psalm 119.12 (#9) 

 

Folder 24 Psalm 119.19 (#37 and 38) 

 

Folder 25 Psalm 119.71 (#1-5) 

 

Folder 26 Psalm 119 : 117 #1 

 

Folder 27 Psalm 122.1.2.3 (#1 and 2) 

 

Folder 28 Psalm 122 6.7.8.9 

Psalm 122 end 

 

Folder 29 Psalm 122.6 (#1-14) 

 

Folder 30  Psalm 124 (#1-15) 

 

Folder 31 Psalm 126 .1.2.3.4.5.6 (#1-5) 

 

Folder 32 Psalm 130.5 (#3) 

 

Folder 33 Proverbs 18.10 
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Folder 34 Ecclesiastes 12.1 (#1-3) 

 

Folder 35 Ecclesiastes 12.1 (#4-6) 

 

Folder 36 Ecclesiastes 12.1 (#9 + 139) 

 

Folder 37 Isaiah 28.29 

 

Folder 38 Isaiah 3.3 (#5) 

 

Folder 39 Isaiah 40.31 (#17) 

 

Folder 40 Isaiah 54.15.16.17 (#1) 

 

Folder 41 Isaiah 57.1 (#11) 

 

Folder 42 Jeremiah 3.22 

 

Folder 43 Jeremiah 4.14 

 

Folder 44 Ezekiel 36.25 (#48) 

 

Folder 45 Micah 7  

 

Folder 46 Zechariah 13.1 

 

Folder 47 Proverbs 3 (#17) 

[Sermon preached at Taunton Church] 

 

  

  
 Box 4: Miscellaneous  

  

Folder 1 ALS: Dorothy Harell to James Forbes 

17 November 1692 

 

Includes separate folder with transcriptions. 

 

Folder 2 ALS: Samuel Newbery to James Forbes 

16 December 1704 

 

Folder 3 ALS: William Hawkes to James Forbes 

7 April 1705 

 

Folder 4 ALS: E. Gwillym to Elizabeth Gwillym 
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16 July 1707 

 

Note: Covered by Forbes’s semon notes. 

Folder 5 ALS: Mary Gyles to James Forbes 

6 October 1710 

 

Folder 6 ALS: J. Eldrige to Mr. Wickam  

1 July 1729 

 

Folder 7 For Mr. Forbes in Gloucester (part of a letter – crossed over) 

 

Folder 8 Receipt – To: Whitenbery from Allin Ballin 

 

Folder 9 Apothecary’s account against Mr. Forbes  

March 21 – August 4 

 

Folder 10 Medical recipes 

 

Folder 11 List of Books  

[Forbes Library – A very interesting book-list, with prices. It is 

incomplete but shows many similarities with ‘A Library for Younger 

Schollers’] 

  

Folder 12 Notes of sermons preached by various persons i.e. James Forbes, 1694-

1695 (with notes) 

 

Folder 13 Mr. Forbes - 2 booklets (notes from sermons) 

 

Folder  14 Document: A seasonable and serious word of advice to candidates for the 

ministry.  

 

Folder 15 Document: De universalibus [Hugett, Edward?] 

 

Folder 16 3 booklets:  

1) PS 51. 12 

2) John 15, 19 

3) John 16, VI 

 

Folder 17 The second item of the 7 verse of the 12 Chapter of Ecclesiastes  

 

Folder 18  Q. Whether fixed preaching Elders or Ministers in congregations ought 

not to be ordained as well as Pastors? Titi 1.5… 

 

Folder 19 “An essay for accommodation”  

An early attempt to create a united Presbyterian – Congregational church 

in the 17
th

 century. 
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Folder 20 On the writing of various denominations 

Folder 21 Arguments to prove that what is in every man is not Christ nor the Spirit 

Folder 22 ‘God could otherwise have no honour by a “Sinners Conversion” if ye 

heart should still stand out against him…  

Includes a transcription. 

Folder 23 On Baptism (in English) 

Folder 24 On Baptism (in Latin) 

Folder 25 [On Justification] 

Folder 26 [On the Saving Grace of God] 

Folder 27 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 28 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 29 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 30 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 31 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 32 Fragment of sermon 

Folder 33 3 testimonies 

Folder 34 Paine, Joseph. His Book 1721 (1 leaf – recto: Money commonly 

commands all worldly things and texts in another land; verso: alphabet) 

Folder 35 The severall authors of e annotations 
y 

Folder 36 Manuscript fragment 

Folder 37 Two leaves used as paste-downs 


